ies 





THE 


LATTER DAY LUMINARY ; 


BY A COMMITTEE 
OF 


THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
FOR THE UNITED STATES. 














Vor. I. FEBRUARY, 1818. No. I. 
rn 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


ON THE HISTORY AND CHARACTER OF RUTH. 


THE histories in the divine word are all instructive. They are 
generally concise, embracing frequently, in a few pages, numerous 
events of the most interesting character. The story of Ruth is re- 
markable for its simplicity. The charming poet, Mr. Thomson, was 
aware of its beauties, and from it collected materials for his elegant 
Summer tale of Palemon and Lavinia. 

A famine occurred in the land of Judea. As no such calamity 
is on record during the history of the Judges, but that which was 
felt in the days of Gideon, it is probable that about the time of his 
call to office, the transactions mentioned in the book of Ruth took 
place. In Bethlehem Judah lived Elimelech; he had a wife, whose 
name was Naomi, and two sons, Mahlon and Chilion; their names, 
signifying sickness and consumption, were probably given either on 
account of the feebleness of their constitution, or the calamity at the 
period of their birth. This man and his family left Judea, and went 
into the country of Moab. The Moabites, descendants of one of the 
sons of Lot, were called by Moses, on account of their superstitious 
adherence to their false divinity, “the sons of Chemosh.” The con- 
duct of Elimelech in leaving the land of promise for an idolatrous 
country, appears to have been deserving of censure. He could not 
Vou. L—N?®. I. B 











































Tee ae Rg 














10 THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


have been pressed sorely with the famine, for Naomi on her return 
says, “I went out full.” Other Israelites were willing to endure the 
chastisements of the Lord, and in due time enjoyed deliverance. The 
distresses that befel the good man and his family, were probably the 
consequence of his unnecessary flight. 

Elimelech soon died. So uncertain are earthly prospects. The 
two sons took to themselves wives. Their nantes were Orpah and 
Ruth. It is probable these females were, at their marriage, idolaters. 
If so, the step on the part of the young Hebrews was unwarrantable. 
The divine law forbade it. Deut. xxiii. 3—5. & vii. 3, 4. The mis- 
chievous effects of such intermarriages were experienced in the days 
of Israel’s sovereigns. 1 Kings xi. 1. 7. 33.; and one of the most 
laborious and painful services of the reformation by Nehemiah, 
was the purifying of the people by the rejection of such prohibited 
alliances. The instability of worldly relations, and the rectitude of 
God, who will, in one way or other, chastise the persons who depart 
from his commands, are seen in this portion of the history. No pos- 
terity sprung from these connexions, and both the husbands died. 

When Socrates was requested to escape from his prison, he asked, 
« Can you take me to a country where men do not die?” Elimelech 
fied from the land of Israel to avoid death ; but he that by unhallowed 
means seeks to save his life, loses it. Poor Naomi! who would not 
feel for a situation suchas hers! Her husband and her sons dead, and 
buried in a land of strangers. Yet some sources of consolation were 
still left opened. She seems to have been pious, and had the Lord for 
her refuge, and her daughters-in-law appear to have been amiably 
duteous. Her distresses create a desire after home. And the more 
so, because she heard that “ the Lord had visited his people in giving 
them bread.” Often does the God of mercy aliure his children to 
his sanctuary and himself, by removing their secular comforts. 

Herself and daughters set out together. She dissuades them from 
the journey, for they had mothers in Moab, who had Aomes. She 
gives them a mother’s blessing. “ The Lord deal kindly with you, 
as ye have dealt with the dead.’”? She wishes them a future set- 
tlement in life, and states that the hand of the Lord had gone out 
against her ; an affliction which, for their sakes, she deeply deplored. 
To a mother-in-law and a daughter-in-law what beautiful lessons 
of.wisdom and jove are here suggested! Orpah was persuaded, not 
without difficulty, to return. They wept together. Orpah kissed 
Naomi, and departed; but Ruth, the faithful, tender Ruth, clave 
unto her. “ Entreat me not to leave thee,’”’ she cries. My heart 
is resolved. I will journey with thee; Iwill lodge with thee; I will 
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On the Character of Ruth. it 


own the same people with thee; I will worship the same God ; with 
thee I wiil die, and a common tomb shall enclose us both. Nay, she 
expresses her resolution by an oath. “The Lord do s< unto me, and 
more also, if aught but death part thee and me ;”’ as if she had said, 
May God desert me, if I, my poor dear mother, ever desert thee ! 
Among the resolves the virtuous Ruth adopted, a pious mind is forci- 
bly struck with the determination, that the God of Naomi should be 
hers. She had been trained upa worshipper of Chemosh, an idol, the 
same with Baalpeor, represented by some as a gnat, by others as the 
sun, by almost all writers as the god of uncleanness. 

Men have their numerous gods—my god—thy god. Human inge- 
nuity and activity in making to themselves divinities is astonishing. 
They have selected them from angels and from demons, from heavenly 
bodies and from air, earth, and ocean. The Persians adored the wind, 
the Finlanders worshipped stones, and the Scythians, iron. The an- 
cient Druids paid religious veneration to the oak-tree, and the Egyp- 
cians to the leek and the onion. The God of the Hebrews, the great 
Jehovah, the refuge of Naomi, the choice of Ruth, is to be preferred 
above them all. His existence is real, and not like that of an idol, 
imaginary. He possesses infinite perfections, and has performed the 
most marvellous works. His favour can make us happy, or his frown 
miserable, forever. This Naomi knew—this Ruth was learning. 

It is possible the truth may be ascertained by an individual, whether 
this great God be really his or not. He is certainly our creator and 
preserver; but is he our father and friend? He is ours, if he be the 
God of our choice. Men, by nature, choose not the Lord; but ask, 
with the haughty tyrant of the Nile, “ Who is Jehovah, that I should 
obey his voice ?”’ But if the heart be inclined to love and delight in God, 
it is because his sacred Spirit has regenerated its powers. He is ours, 
if he be the God of our hope and confidence. He has revealed him- 
self as the God of salvation. He hassent his Son to be a Prince and 
Saviour, who, having assumed the nature of man, honoured the law of 
heaven, offered the sacrifice for transgression, and vanquished the 
powers of darkness, has ascended to heaven, and ordained the publi- 
cation of life through His name. These truths were seen by Ruth and 
Naomi only in shadows and types, yet “ under his wings” they put 
their trust. This God is ours, if he be the object of our reverence and 
worship. To acknowledge Jehovah, and not to adore him, is an absur- 
dity. Moses, at the Red sea, is heard saying, “ He is my God, and I will 
prepare him a habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt Him.” 
David says, “I will extol thee, my God, O! King. “ Our God,’ 
exclaimed the intrepid three, “ Our God, whom we serve, is able to 
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deliver us.’ The people that find pleasure in his law, his sabbaths, 
his ordinances, his sanctuary, his servants, are at liberty to rejoice 
and say, 


** This awful God is ours, 
Our Father and our Love.” 


The favourite theme of heathen conversation, all over the world, is, 
the gods they adore. On these their poets exhaust the powers of ima- 
gination and verse. Naomi, though in Moab, never lost sight of her 
God ; and it is highly probable her pious instructions and example were 
sanctified to the conversion of her daughter-in-law. Was she affiict- 
ed? It was“ the hand of the Lord” that had “ gone out against”’ her. 
Was the kindness of Boaz recognized? she said unto her daughter- 
in-law, “ blessed be he of the Lord who hath not left off his kindness 
to the living and to the dead.” 

The choice of Jehovah for our God, is greatly to be desired and pe- 
culiarly amiable in early life, To the youthful reader, the example 
of this interesting Moabitess is offered for imitation, The difficulties 
she had to surmount were numerous, A mother’s house must be 
abandoned, A sister-in-law’s example was quite unpropitious. Or- 
pah went back to her country and her gods, but Ruth “ clave.” ' Her 
only companion was a widow mother, “empty,” all impoverished. 
The country into which she was going, was a country unknown, and 
she had to enter it, in a manner, alone ; without so muchas a solitary 
countrywoman with her. But these impediments were nothing. The 
young stranger was determined in her choice “ to suffer affliction with 
the people of God.”” The pain of singularity was of no consideration 
when contrasted with the pains of perdition. She knew the unknown 
country was the land of vision, Immanuel’s land. 

The advantages which arise from an early choice of the Lord to be 
our God, are innumerable. Ruth was honoured with a happy settle- 
ment in life. Boaz, the pious, “ the generous, and the rich,’’ became 
her husband, amid the blessings of the eldersofthe people. She had the 
honour to be the mother of Obed, the father of Jesse and grandfather 
of the man after God’s own heart. She was one of the highly favour- 
ed mothers from whom our Lord Jesus descended—while the charac- 
ter of her sister Orpah is lost in forgetfulness from the moment she 
retired from her distressed mother-in-law’s side. 

The departure of Ruth from Moab has been viewed as an emblem 
of the calling of the Gentile nations to the knowledge and adoration of 
the living andtrue God. It is worthy of observation that Rahab, one 
Gentile, was the mother of Bozz, and Ruth, another Gentile, his wife. 
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On the Holy Spirit. 13 


The truth is unquestionable, that Gentiles with their forces shall come 
to the light of the Redeemer, and his church. The everlasting gospel 
is spreading, and the frequent convert is embracing the joyous mis- 
sionary and exclaiming, “ Thy people shall be my people, and thy God 
my God!’ 


ON THE INFLUENCES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


THE testimony of scripture, the history of our species, the obser- 
vation we are making daily on men around us, and the knowledge we 
possess of our own hearts, confirm the melancholy truth, that man is 
every where polluted and guilty. The miseries consequent on sin in 
the present life are felt on every side, while those which are reserved 
in eternity for the finally impenitent, properly realized, must create 
the most serious alarm. Under the Old Testament the promise which 
encouraged the hope of a better state of society was the advent of 
Jesus Christ. Under the New Testament, the promise of the Spirit 
encourages our expectation, for it is He who shall convince the “ world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.”’ It is His to take of the things 
of Christ, and reveal them to the sons of men. He is the Spirit of 
holiness and truth; of power and wisdom; the agent by whom the 
heart is regencrated and enriched with heavenly graces. He is the 
Spirit of adoption and of prayer; the guide of his saints, who leads 
them through the wilderness, “ for his mercy endureth for ever.” 

In many parts of our earth, in the age in which we live, we have 
heard of the effusions of the influence of the good Spirit of the Lord, 
and have witnessed the blessedness with which they have been accom- 
panied. Let “the spirit be poured from on high” on the ministers 
of the gospel; secular aims vanish, the mind rises superior to mortal 
frowns or smiles ; zeal for the salvation of men glows like the perpetual 
fire on the altar of the Lord, and a missionary passion is inspired. 
Let the holy influence descend ona church of Jesus Christ ; its mem- 
bers will abound in love; they will fear the Lord, and speak often to 
each other. Prayer meetings will become crowded; an anxiety 
will generally be felt for the conversion of sinners, associated with de- 
sires to become useful in the world. The hand will be opened to com- 
municate to the relief of the poor, and for the spread of the Saviour’s 
kingdom ; and circumspection and holiness mark the life and conduct. 
Let it descend on a family ; parents become affectionate, children 
respectful, servants obedient, while the domestic altar flames with a 
sacrifice morning and evening to Him in whom “ the families of the 
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earth’’ are %blessed.’’ Does it descend on the ungodly ? hypocrisy hurls 
away her mask, sabbath breaking is ended, swearing is no more; 
falsehood and deceit, envy and malice, are supplanted, and their seats 
in the heart occupied with integrity and good will; infidelity hides its 
head, confounded; youth relinquishes its vain expectations and fol- 
lies, and age its obduracy and avarice. This blessed influence is the 
rod of Moses on the rock, which produces penitential streams: it is 
the shadow of Peter, that, “ passing by,” heals all manner of disease : 
it is the sling of David, before whose energy the enemy of Zion fails. 
Sacred Spirit ! forgive these low allusions ! it is thyself brooding on the 
face of the waters. 

It is pleasing to observe how variously the influences we are now 
contemplating, approach the recipient. Sometimes they descend im- 
perceptibly, like the dews of evening ; at others unexpectedly, like the 
unlooked for visit of a friend. Here they come suddenly, as a sum- 
mer shower ; and there periodically, as torrents in mountainous coun- 
tries. They are always effectual, like the opening of spring, and 
demonstrate, like the rains of heaven, that God is their father. 

President Edwards remarks, that it has been God’s manner in every 
new establishment of his visible church, to give a remarkabie out- 
pouring of his Spirit. Such displays of divine influence were enjoyed 
in the days of Enos, on the establishment of the Hebrews in Canaan, 
at the time of the restoration of the Jews from the bondage of Babylon, 
and especially at the introduction of the Gospel dispensation. The 
grand period, however, of holy effusion, yet remains. “ This is the 
word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, not by might, nor by pow- 
er, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.’”? Where this grand and 
bounteous influence shall be first felt, we cannot say. The rise of 
bible and mission societies are probably among the providences that, 
after the example of John the Baptist, shall prepare the way tor the 
coming of the Lord. When this sacred power shall descend, the earth, 
that has for ages been a wilderness, shail be converted into an Eden— 
righteousness shall prevail—peace shall flow like a river, and the 
church of God enjoy her-long expected repose. With Ezekiel we 
behold an “ open valley full of bones very dry,’’ but the preaching 
of the word, and the inspirations of the Spirit, shall produce from the 
desolation “an exceeding great army.’ A new heaven and a new 
earth shall appear. The final jubiiee shall be sounded, and its liber- 

ties, its honours, and its joys, endure for ever. 








































Introduction of the Gospel, &c. 


INTRODUCTION OF THE GOSPEL INTO ENGLAND. 


TO be made acquainted with the means by which we have come 
into the possession of that invaluable treasure, the Birnie, cannot be 
uninteresting or unacceptable. Nor can intelligence of this kind be 
lost in the momentary gratification of curiosity. A disclosure of the 
fact, that our own ancestors, having received the Gospel as the result 
of evangelic missionary effort, were thus rescued from the debase- 
ments and miseries of an idolatrous state, and have handed down to 
us this source of innumerable benefits, will strongly impress the con- 
viction of reciprocal duty. This, too, will inspire the determined, 
vigorous, active, benevolent resolution, to employ all the means the 
kindness of Providence may throw into our hands, in a similar man- 
ner, to impart these unspeakable blessings to our brethren of the 
whole human family. 

Joseph of Arimathea, the same who laid the body of ¢ our Lord in his 
own new tomb, hewn out in the rock,’ is represented by ancient tradition, 
as the first who announced in the British isles the Gospel of salvation. 
Having been furnished by Philip the evangelist with eleven associates, 
or missionaries, about sixty-three years after the incarnation of our 
Saviour, and thirty after his ascension, he proceeded to Britain, to de- 
stroy the barbarous rites of the Druids, and introduce the religion of 
the Prince of Peace. Aviragus, the British king, permitted them to 
settle at Glastonbury, and allowed them twelve hides of land for 
their support. Zhus, by missionaries, was the knowledge of the Gos- 
frel communicated to our forefathers ! 

In the year 43 the emperor Claudius visited in person this country ; 
and an ancient inscription has created the belief that Pomponia, the 
wife of Plautius, one of his generals, made known the Gospel, not 
oniy to her domestics, but to a large circle of acquaintance, whilst 
resident in the country. Some therefore, and not, certainly, without 
very plausible reasons, would attribute to this excellent lady the 
honour of having first introduced to our ancestors the knowledge of 
salvation by the atonement of “ rist. 

The apostle Paul, a distin... shed and successful missionary to the 
gentiles, or heathen, is by many supposed to have visited England. 
This opinion is conceived to be rendered highly probable, by a quo- 
tation from Clement, a cotemporary of this apostle. “ Kyeuk yivopesves 
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he tauyht the whole world righteousness, coming even to the bounda- 
ries of the West.” Bishop Stillingfleet isconfident that by “ nounpa- 
RIES OF THE WEST,’ Britain is intended. 

Without descanting on the supposition that St. Peter, or that 
Aristobulus, mentioned Romans xvi. 10. was the first who conveyed 
the knowledge of the gospel to England, it appears indubitable, not 
only by the concurrent testimony of history, but by regal ordinances, 
that the British were early converted to the Christian faith. The very 
charter granted by Henry II.in 1185, forrebuilding Glastonbury church, 
which had been burnt, denominates it Mater sanctorum et tumulus sanc- 
torum, guam ab ifisis discifiulis domini edificatum, “ the mother and bu- 
rying filace of the saints, founded by the very discifiles of our Lord.” 

An additional testimony from Tertullian, who flourished near the 
middle of the second century, might be introduced here, and is omit- 
ted only for want of room, proving, unequivocally, the fact of the es- 
tablishment of the gospel in England, in that early period. A quota- 
i tion from Origen, about the year 220, might also be introduced in 

support of the same fact. Athanasius and Chrysostom might both be 
brought forward to the same effect, while the accounts of different 
councils held there to regulate the affairs of their churches, may be 
regarded as placing the matter beyond the legitimate bounds of con- 
troversy. 

It would be both pleasant and interesting to pursue the track of 
this particular portion of history, and survey as we passed along the 
beneficial results of the Bible in England, from that early period of 
the Christian era, down to the present day ; but this must be deferred 
to a future opportunity. Mean-time, let ours be the sacred gratifica- 
tion, while with devout thankfulness to our Creator we review those 

missionary labours which, by imparting the knowledge of salvation 
through a Redeemer, rescued our ancestors and ourselves from 
superstition, delusion, turpitude, and wo, to bring into action every 


| sympathy that feels for our fellow-beings, every sentiment that loves 


‘what is truly desirable, and every faculty allotted us by the benevo- 
lence of the Deity, in carrying forward the cause of the exalted Son of 
God ! 


ALEXANDER, EMPEROR OF ALL THE RUSSIAS, AND 
PRINCE ALEXANDER GALITZIN. 


FEW characters, if any, of the present day, are gazed at with a more 
sincere or more delightful admiration, than the Emperor of Russia, and 
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Emperor Alexander. 17 


his excellent friend and minister prince Alexander Galitzin. Few, 
if any, appear now on the theatre of the world, to whom a more in- 
teresting part appears to be assigned in those scenes which are so 
obviously prelusive of the millennial glory on earth! The follow- 
ing short account of the commencement of the seriousand religious 
impressions and their effects, on the minds of these distinguished pier- 
sonages, will not, therefore, be unacceptable to the readers of the 
Luminary; nor can the Publishing Committee deny themselves the 
pleasure of acknowledging their obligation to the politeness of a re- 
spectable member of the society of Friends, a citizen of Philadelphia, 
for this interesting narrative. 

“For many years a great friendship had existed between the Em- 
peror of Russia, and prince Galitzin. It is saidthey. were unbeliev- 
ers. Beyond a doubt they were both opposed to the influence of vital 
religion, as appears by the following relation. 

«“ The office of “ Minister of religion’? having become vacant, the 
€mperor was inclined to dispose of it to a person whom he esteemed ; 
but, understanding he was attached to the Bible, altered his intention, 
and with some difficulty prevailed upon prince Galitzin to accept the 
place. The prince early felt himself in a very awkward predicament, 
not knowing how to execute with any propriety the trust imposed 
on him. He was therefore under the necessity of sending for the 
bishop of the diocess, to ask his advice how to proceed in this arduous, 
and to him novel undertaking. The bishop referred him to a certain 
book, in which, he assured him, might be found every necessary instruc- 
tion, and which he entreated him to study; repeating the assurance, that 
if he did so, faithfully, he would experience no difficulty in rightly pro- 
ceeding in his new situation. This book was the Bible. To this his 
mind was opposed, and he objected against it to the bishop; but in a 
short time secretiy obtained a Bible, and read it with much attention. 
The more he read, the more he was impressed with the importance of 
the subject—his understanding , became enlightened, and a conviction 
fastened on his judgment of the truth and excellence of the sacred 
scriptures. 

“ This was but a short period previous to the entrance of the 
French army into Russia. When information of that event reached 
St. Petersburg, the Russian court were in great alarm; every 
one seemed to carry terror in his countenance. The prince alone 
appeared calm and serene. This circumstance caused universal sur- 
prise, known as it was, that the sincerest attachment existed between 
the Emperor and himself. The former had observed it, and could 
hardly suppose it possible any one should be thus tranquil under cir- 
Vor. L—N?®, I. Cc 

















































ae erereenene ~ . 








45 rUE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


cumstances which seemed to threaten ruin to the Russian empire. 
Yet he could not believe his friend a traitor, or that he was insensible 
to the pressing difficulties of the occasion. 

«© The Emperor one day called onthe prince, andasked him, how it was 
that “he should be so composed, while every one else was in dismayr”’ 
to which he replied, that he had of late read the scriptures, and they had 
fortified his mind against every danger—giving him a firm trust in 
Divine help and protection. The Bible lying on the table, he urged 
his majesty’s perusal of it, believing it would have the same calming 
influence on his mind, as he had been favoured to experience ; at 
‘which the Emperor was displeased, and with violence pushed the 
Bible from him on the floor. It lay open on the ground ; the prince 
took it up, and entreated his majesty to let him read the part which 
was then open, to which he agreed. It was the ninety-first Psalm. 
The Emperor was much struck with its appropriate and consoling 
language: 

“ When the Russian army was about departing from St. Petersburg 
to meet Napoleon, the sovereign and his officers went to church, as is 
the usual custom previous to an army’s going on an expedition. The 
Emperor was greatly astonished when that part of the service of the 
Greek church was read, which was a portion of the scriptures, that 
it should prove to be the ninety-first Psalm. He apprehended that 
prince Galitzin, who was with him, had desired this ; but, on question- 
ing him upon the subject, he declared he had not seen the person who 
had read the service, nor had he directly, or indirectly, had any com- 
munication with him since the conversation they ‘had had about the 
scriptures. 

“ This circumstance made a strong impression on the mind of his 
majesty, and a reverence for the Bible began to impress itself on his 
feelings. While in the camp afterwards with his army, he sent for a 
chaplain of one of the regiments to readto him. His surprise was 
now very great; for the portion of scripture selected was the ninety- 
first Psalm. He inquired of the chaplain, who told him to read that 
particular Psalm = to which he replied, “ God !”’ for on being told on 
what account the Emperor had sent for him, he had most earnestly 
prayed that the Almighty would instruct him in what part of the scrip- 
tures he should read in order for the religious improvement of his 
august sovereign; and that it was froma Divine impulse he had read 
what he had. ‘Tne Emperor now became more and more delighted 
with the Pible, and his subsequent conduct has amply attested the 
happy influence of these reiigious impressions on his mind.” 
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Ir is quite remarkable that Beza, an eminent character of the Re- 
formation, and author of a Latin translation of the New Testament, 
was, while young, and providentially in the churc.: of Charenton, much 
impressed by an exposition of the ninety-first Psalm. He was ena- 
bled to believe that the Lord would fulfil to him all the promises of it ; 
at death he declared that he had found it so indeed. 





Ir is stated on authority not to be questioned, that the Sister 
of Alexander has become the happy subject of experimental piety 
and the gracious operations of the holy Spirit. In addition to the 
foregoing detail of Providential circumstances, which, by the bless- 
ing of God, have induced one of the most powerful of earthly mon- 
archs to become one of the most active, as he is one of the most illus- 
trious, and able patrons of the Bible, it would be particularly gratify- 
ing to insert at large, could the limits of this work allow of it, the 
distinguishing exercises of the mind of his Sister, connected with her 
becoming acquainted with “ the truth as itis in Jesus,’”’ and possessed 
of that “ faith’? which “ is the substance of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things not seen.” May her life be as spiendid by religious 
attainment, as elevated by rank, and, like lady Huntington, lady Er- 
skine, and other excellent femaies, may she be the ange) of mercy, of 
peace, and salvation to many. 


= + ea 
UKASE, 
ADDRESSED TO THE LEGISLATIVE SYNOD AT MOSCOW, BY 
ALEXANDER, EMPEROR OF RUSSIA: 


Dated from Moscow, October 27, 1817. 

“ Durine my late travels through the Provinces, I was obliged, to 
my no small regret, to listen to speeches pronounced by certain of 
the clergy in different parts, which contained unbecoming praises of 
me; praises which can be ascribed only unto God. And as I am 
convinced in the depth of my heart of the Christian truth, that every 
blessing floweth unto us through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
alone, and that every man, be he whom he may, without Christ, is full 
only of evil; therefore, to ascribe unto me the glory of deeds, in which 
the hand of God hath been so evidentiy manifested before the whole 
world, is to give unto man that glory which belongeth to Almighty 
God alone. 

“ I account it my duty, therefore, to forbid all such unbecoming ex- 
pressions of praise, and recommend to the Holy Synod to give in- 
structions to all the diocesan bishops, that they themselves, and the 
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clergy under them, may, on similar occasions, in future, refrain from 
ali such expressions of praise, so disagreeable to my ears; and that 
they may render unto the Lord of Hosts alone, thanksgivings for the 
blessings bestowed upon us, and pray for the out-pouring of His grace 
upon all of us; conforming themselves in this matter to the words of 
Sacred Writ, which requires us to render to the King Eternal, Immor- 
tal, Invisible, the only wise God, honour and glory for ever and ever. 
“« ALEXANDER.” 


SCRIPTURE CRITICISM. 


In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master go- 
eth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on 
my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon ; when I bow 
down myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant 
in this thing. 2 KinGs, v. 18. 

RIMMON was an idol: whether the sun, or some other elevated 
object, is to us unimportant. The Christian, in controversy with 
the Infidel, has often in substance said, point to the passage in the 
sacred writings that connives at sin, and we will admit the Bible is not 
holy and divine. Naaman was healed of leprosy by obeying the in- 
structions of Elisha. He discovers a heart converted to the belief 
that an idol is nothing—that Jehovah is the true God. “He said, be- 
hold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel.”’ 
Yet in the words above, as taken from our translation, he asks leave 
to join his master in idolatrous service. He hopes God will pardon 
him for the sin he intends tocommit; and the prophet bids him “ go, 
in peace.” 

Surely there is a difficulty here that requires solution. It is far 
from satisfying honest inquiry, because far from honouring the holy 
word, to assert, that the bowing in question was not religious, but 
merely civil and political, as Abraham’s bowing, Gen. xxiii. 7. Still 
less acceptable is the pretence that to worship idols was forbidden only 
to the Israelites. The ingenious remark of Mr. Scott, that “we should 
always fear losing our advantages by prematurely grasping too much,” 
is about as satisfactory as Mr. Henry’s, who says that, “ perhaps, all 
things considered, this might be excusable in Naaman, though not 
justifiable ;”’ or as Beza’s, who, on the words ¢ Go, in peace,’ observes, 
*‘ the prophet did not approve Naaman’s act, but, alter the common 
manner of address, bids him farewell.”” We would rather say with 
Mr. Brown, “ Holy gratitude disposeth to a careful performance of 
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duty, both towards God and man. It disposeth to remember fast 
transgreasions with grief, and to resolve for the future to abstain from 
all affrearance of evil.” 

What shall be done with this difficulty? The observations of the 
Assembly of Divines in their “ Annotations, &c.’’ deserve attention. 

« In this thing pardon thy servant, that when my master went into 
the house of Rimmon to worship there, and leaned on my hand, and 
I bowed myself in the house of Rimmon ; that I bowed myself in the 
house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.” 

They add, “ the very words of this place are, in other places, trans- 
lated by the time past, as #133, when he went, Psalm li. 1. & lil. 1. & 
liv. 1.’ So, as to the words “ leaned, 2 Samuel i. 6. and bowed down, 
Exod. xxxiii. 10.” 

Admit this translation, and all is easy, all is beautiful. The convert 
and the prophet each acts a consistent, natural, and most interesting 
part. Calmet evidently adopted this rendering. He says, “ Naaman 
the Syrian confesses to Elisha, that he had often been in the temple 
of Rimmon with the king of Damascus, his master, who leaned on 
his arm while he paid his adorations.””. We are happy to find the 
venerable Dr. Gill of our opinion. Naaman’s “ request to the prophet 
or to the Lord, is not for pardon for a sin to be committed ; nor to be 
indulged in his continuance of it; nor to worship the idol along with 
his master; nor to dissemble the worship of it when he really wor- 
shipped it not; nor to be excused any evil in the discharge of his 
post or office: but for the pardon of the sin of idolatry, which hc 
had been guilty of, of which he was truly sensible, now sincerely 
acknowledges, and desires forgiveness. And so Dr. Lightfoot and 
some others interpret it. To this sense the words may be rendered ; 
When my master went into the house of Rimmon to worship there— 
which was his usual custom—and he leaned on my hand—which was 
the common form in which he was introduced into it—and I worship- 
fed in the house of Rimmon—as his master did, for the same word is 
used here as before—inasmuch, or, seeing, I have worshipped in the 
house of Rimmon—have been guilty of such gross idolatry—the Lord, 
I pray, forgive thy servant in this thing: the language of a true 
penitent.” 

The original text conveys a very lively idea of the feelings of thc 
converted Naaman. Aim xsnbor—-rinaaqd. For this thing, (hac re, 
condonabitne. Vid. Pol.) For this thing, will Jehovah indeed forgive 
me ‘—wiil he dissolve my chains? Neaman, he will ! is the implied 
language of Elisha—* Go, in peace.”’ Such are the tidings the mis- 
sionary of Christ has to convey to the embarrassed heart of every 
heathen convert. 
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THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY, 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 








FOREIGN MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT, CONNECTED 
WITH THE BOARD. 


MISSION TO BURMAH. 


THIS mission, from the time of Mr. Judson’s arrival at Rangoon, has present- 
ed an object of increasing interest and promise to all who “pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem,” and are longing for the period to arrive when “all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.” ‘To know the origin ef this undertaking, as it regards the 
occupancy of the station at Rangoon by American missionaries, will be gratifying 
to all, and tend to secure a patronage in its support, which liberal minds ever 
incline to bestow on objects of whose propriety they entertain a distinct and 
enlightened persuasion. 

As far back as the year 1807, a few young men, having the gospel ministry in 
view, then students in William’s College, Massachusetts, began to converse to- 
gether on the subject of missionary labours. Messrs. Samuel J. Mills, Gordon 
Hall, James Richards, Luther Rice, and others, were of this number; several of 
whom came to the deliberate resolution of devoting their lives to the service of 
the gospel among heathen portions of the human race. This was previous to 
the existence of any thing like a public impression on the subject ; before either 
“ The Star in the Fast,” or the “ Christian Researches in Asia,” of Dr. Buchan- 
an were printed in this country; while the operations of the baptist mission at 
Serampore were little known in the United States, and every thing in the case 
was as remote as possible from notoriety, the very meetings of the young men for 
prayer and conversation on the subject being without the observation or even 
knowledge of their fellow students. 

As the result of these impressions, views, and purposes, and similar ones, not 
far from the same period, although the persons were in different places, on the 
minds of Messrs: Samuel Newell, Samuci Nott, Adoniram Judson, and others, a 
memorial, in the spring of 1810, was addressed to the General Association of mi- 
nisters of Massachusetts, held that year not far from Andover, the seat of a Theo- 
logical Institution, at which most of the persons, whose names are mentioned 
above, Were at that time pursuing stindies connected with the ministry. {In con- 
sequence of this memorial, was formed the same year, ** The American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions.” 

Under the patronage of this excellent and highly respectable society, early in 
1812, the Rev. Messrs. Gordon Hall, Samuel Newell, Samuel Nott, Adoniram 
Judson, and Luther Rice, having been, for that service; solemnly ordained and 
set apart, sailed from their native country for the East Indies. 

While on their voyage to the East, Mr. and Mrs. Judson were induced to 
commence a re-examination of the points in controversy between the baptists 
and their brethren of other denominations. Mr. Rice, although in another ves- 
sel, was also drawn, in sume measure, to a fresh consideration of the same 
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points. Some time after arriving in Bengal, Mr. and Mrs. Judson, and not many 
weeks later, Mr. Rice, were baptised—all of them in Calcutta, by the Rev. Mr. 
Ward, one of the baptist missionaries associated in the establishment at Calcutta 
and Serampore, 

The measures adopted on the part of the British East India Company’s govern- 
ment, were such, as rendered it necessary for the brethren Judson and Rice to 
go from Bengal to Mauritius, or the Isle of France. Mr. Newell, owing to simi- 
lar measures, had gone to the same place before them. Thence it was judged 
expedient, and his duty, for Mr. Rice to return again to the United States, the 
consequences of which are well known. 

After the departure of his colleague, Mr. Judson, with his excellent lady, left 
Mauritius for Madras, in the expectation of proceeding thence to Penang, and 
of commencing there his missionary labours with reference to the Malays, a 
people whose language is easy, and who have spread themselves extensively 
along the coast of the eastern peninsula of India, and the adjacent Islands. Such, 
however, were the arrangements of the overruling providence of God, as _render- 
ed it necessary for them to proceed from Madras directly to Rangoon—the very 
point had in view by the whole mission on leaving the United States for the East! 

The incidents affecting the mission in any considerable degree since Mr. Jud- 
son’s being conveyed, in so providential a manner, to that station, have been so 
fully communicated in the Annual Reports of the Board, as to render it unneces- 
sary to introduce them here. The state of it by the latest information may be 
seen in the following documents. Seventeen millions of idolaters, five millions of 
whom can read, call aloud on the Christian public to put them in possession of the 
Scriptures of Truth! 

—2 +e 


FROM MR. JUDSON TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, 


Raneoon, March 7, 1817. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


Srxce the beginning of this year we have printed two tracts; the one, a view 
of the Christian religion, 7 pages—1000 copies; the other a catechism of 6 pages, 
12mo.—3000 copies. After which, finding that we had paper sufficient for an 
edition of 800 of Matthew, we concluded to undertake this one gospel, by way 
of trial, and as introductory to a larger edition of the whole New Testament. I 
am now translating the 11th chapter, and in the printing-room, the third half sheet 
is setting up. Having premised thus much concerning the present posture of 
our affairs, I proceed to mention the circumstance which induced me to take up 
my pen at this time. I have this day been visited by the first inquirer after re- 
ligion, that I have ever seen in Burmah. For, although in the course of the 
last two years, I have preached the gospel to many, and though some have visit~ 
ed me several times, and conversed on the subject of religion, yet I have never 
had much reason to believe that their visits originated in a spirit of sincere inqui- 
ry. Conversations on religion have always been of my proposing; and though I 
have sometimes been encouraged to hope that truth had made some impression, 
never, till to-day, have I met with one who was fairly entitled to the epithet of 
Fnguirer. 
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As I was sitting with my teacher, as usual, a Burman of respectable appear- 
ance, and followed by a servant, came up the steps and sat down by me. J 
asked him the usual question, Where he came from? to which he gave no explicit 
reply; and I began to suspect, that he had come from the government-house, to 
enforce a trifling request which in the morning we had declined. He soon, how- 
ever, undeceived and astonished me, by asking, “How long time will it take me 
to learn the religion of Jesus?” I replied that such a question could not be an- 
swered. If God gave light and wisdom, the religion of Jesus was soon learnt ; 
but without God, a man might study all his life long, and make no proficiency. 
But how, continued I, came you to know any thing of Jesus ? Have you been here 
before? “No.” Have you seen any writing concerning Jesus? ‘1 have seen 
two little books.” Who is Jesus? ‘He is the Son of God, who, pitying crea- 
tures, came into this world, and suffered death in their stead.” Who is God? 
‘‘He is a being without beginning or end, who is not subject to old age and 
death, but always is.” I cannot tell how I felt at this moment. This was the 
first acknowledgment of an eternal God, that I had ever heard from the lips of a 
Burman. I handed him a tract and catechism, both which he instantly recog- 
nized, and read here and there, making occasional remarks to his follower, such 
as, “ This is the true God—this is the right way,” &c. I now tried to tell him 
some things about God and Christ, and himself; but he did not listen with much 
attention,and seemed anxious only to get another book. I had already told him 
two or three times, that I had finished no other book ; but that in two or three 
months, I would give him a larger one, which I ws now daily employed in trans- 
lating. ‘ But,” replied he, “ have you not a little of that book done, which you 
will graciously give me now?” And I, beginning to think that God’s time is 
better than man’s, folded and gave him the two first half sheets, which contain 
the five first chapters of Matthew ; on which he instantly rose, as if his business 
was all done, and having received an invitation to come again, took leave. 

Throughout his short stay, he appeared different from any Burmans I have yet 
met with. He asked no questions about customs and manners, with which the 
Burmans teaze us exceedingly. He had no curiosity, and no desire for any thing, 
but “ MORE OF THIs SORT OF WRITING.” In fine, his conduct proved that he had 
something on his mind, and I cannot but hope, that I shall have to write about 
him again. 

March 24th. We have not yet seen our inquirer; but to-day we met with one 
of his acquaintance, who says, that he reads our books all the day, and shows 
them to all that call upon him. We told him to ask his friend to come and see 
us again. 

March 26th. An opportunity occurs of sending to Bengal. I am sorry that 
I cannot send home more interesting letters. Lut I am not yet in the way of 
qollecting interesting matier. I have found that I could not preach publicly to 
any advantage, without being able, at the same time, to put something into the 
hands of the hearers. And in order to qualify myself to do this, | have found it 
absolutely necessary to keep at home, and confine myself to close study for three 
or four years. I hope, however, after Matthew is finished, to make a more pub- 
lic entrance on my work, than has yet been done. But many difficulties lie in 
the way. Our present house is situated in the woods, away from any neighbours, 
and at a distance from any road! In this situation, we have no visiters, and no 
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passing travellers, whom he could invite to stop and hear of Christ. My at- 
tempts to go out and find auditors, have always occasioned such a waste of time, 
and interruption of study, as would not often be indulged in or justified. We 
are very desirous of building a small house near town, on some public road, but 
do not venture to incur the expense. We wish further instractions, and further 
explanations of the views and intentions of the Board. The approaching trien- 
nial Convention, also, we contemplate with the deepest*interest. May God give 
abundant wisdom, and zeal, and holy spirit! 

Permit me to close with a word in behalf of Eastern missions. Great Britain 
and the United States appear to be the only countries which can, at present, 
take a very active part in missionary concerns. The British are fully occupied. 
with India, Africa, and the South sea Islands. East of the British possessions in 
India, are Burmah, Siam, several other Indo-Chinese nations, the great empire 
of China, Japan, thence north indefinitely, and southward, the numerous Malayan 
isles. With all these countries the British are no more connected than the Ame- 
ricans. The British are under no greater obligations to evangelize them, than the 
Americans. They are no nearer the English, in point of transportation, than 
the Americans. And furthermore, throughout all these countries the British 
are suspected and feared; but not the Americans. 

The idea that the western continent belongs to the Americans, and the eastern 
continent to the British, however plausible at first sight, cannot bear a moment’s 
examination. I apprehend, that all the northwestern Indians, and the inhabit- 
ants of those parts of South America which are accessible, will scarcely out- 
number the inhabitanis of this single empire of Burmah. And on what principle 
can the Americans, who are perhaps half as numerous as the British, be let off 
with one twentieth or one thirtieth part of the work? But when we apply the 
case to the baptists, it is still more decisive. There are about 500 baptist 
churches in Great Britain, which average one hundred members each. There are 
2000 in America, which average about the same. Behold Ireland also, almost as 
destitute as South America. And suppose the British should say—This is the 
proper province of our missionary exertions. Let us leave Asia and Africa to 
the Americans, and “not send our young men to the antipodes !” 

Yours, respectfully, 
; A. JUDSON. 


Rey. Dr. SraucutTon, Cor. Sec. ke. &e, 


FROM MR. JUDSON TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, 


Rancoon, June 18, 1817. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


Tne translation of Matthew was finished the 20th of last month, and the 
printing soon after. The books are now ready for distribution, The tracts, 
which are already in circulation, have begun to excite considerable inquiry. I 
generally go out every morning, and distribute a few, as opportunities offer, and 
sometimes say a few words to those I meet. In several instances, those who have 
received tracts have come to inquire further, and there are a few who hare visited 


Vor. L—N?®.'T. D 
















































































us several times, professing a desire to become acquainted with the religion of 
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Yeeshoo Creet. The man whom I mentioned in my last as having given much en- 
couragement during a single interview, lives, 1 find, at a considerable distance 
from Rangoon, and was here on avisit merely. On Sunday a few come together, 
mostly people who live in the yard, with whom I converse on religion. Mrs. J. 
does the same with a little company of women. Our lonely situation in the woods, 
at a distance from the town and any public road, together with the rainy season, 
which has just commenced with violence, prevents much intercourse with the 
natives. If our pecuniary supplies permitted, we should procure a more advan- 
tageous situation. In present circumstances, having neither money for this pur- 
pose, nor money to purchase paper and types, and other means of carrying on the 
printing of the New Testament, I have concluded, at the request of brother 
Hough, to devote the ensuing six months to revising and putting in order the ma- 
terials of a Burman dictionary, which I have been long collecting. To this I am 
urged by the consideration of the present illegible and confused state of the 
manuscripts, which would render them useless to any other person: whereas, if 
revised and carried forward to that state of improvement, which the labour of six 
months will accomplish, they will, I calculate, occasion a saving of at least one 
year to every missionary who shall hereafter undertake the language. At the ex- 
piration of this time we hope to receive such supplies of men and money, as will 
enable us to go forward in our work. 

The brethren at Serampore stand ready to comply with all our wishes, and to 
forward us all that we require ; but we hesitate at sending them orders to a large 
amount, when the remittances from America in our favour, are not sufficient to 
meet the bills which we are obliged to draw on them for bare subsistence. They 
have given us advice of having received one thousand dollars in our favour, 
granted June 1816. You will be able, however, to obtain a more correct idea of 
the probable expense of this mission, from our joint communication, made soon 
after brother Hough’s arrival, a copy of which we transmitted to Serampore, and 
received in reply a letter, from which 1] extract the following, viz. ~ 


* Very dear brethren,—We have been highly pleased on reading your late 
communications. The specimens of your printing, your family rules, your pros- 
pect of putting the New Testament to press, &c. all gave us great joy ; and we 
were quite pleased to see a translation [rather a Burman catechism} from 
the pen of our beloved sister Judson. The Lord spare you long; bless you 
greatly ; and make you a holy and most blessed fumiiy. In all these matters, 
very dear brethren, we are wholly with you; and, to the utmost of our power, 
will strengthen your hands. May we all be strong ia the faith: then we need not 
fear man, nor distrust God. 

*‘ We are indeed yours, 


‘*W. Caner, J. Mansaman, W. Warp.” 


[After communicating in detail, with too much length and particularity to be 
copied at large, an account of difficulties which it had been their lot to encounter 
at Rangoon, and their severe disappointinent at finding, upon a more careful and 
accurate attention, that the attempts at translation and at the preparation of a 
dictionary and grammar, by those before them in that station, were too imperfect 
to be useful, Mr. Judson adds :] 
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On perusing this letter the members of the Board will perhaps be able to en- 
ter a little into the distresses and trials which myself and my wife solitarily and 
silently sustained for two or three years. I do not wish to revive the recollection 
of scenes which for days together deprived us of appetite and sleep. I hope that 
we were enabled to pass through them in a meek and Christian manner, and to 
bear what our heavenly Father was pleased to lay upon us, trusting in his wisdom 
and goodness, whose prerogative it is to bring good out of evil, and light out of 
darkness. 

With our earnest prayer that the Holy Spirit may be granted, both to guide the 
counsels of the Board, and to make their missionaries faithful and persevering, 

I remain, 
Your missionary, A. JUDSON. 

Rey. Dr. Sraveuron, Cor. Sec. &c. &c. 


—_———. + De 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MRS. JUDSON TO MRS. S 


Raneoon, June 18, 1817. 
MY DEAR MRS, S-—————, 

Amip all our trials and privations it has been a source of thanksgiving and 
praise that Providence had brought us te Burmah, and it is our constant and ar- 
dent prayer that we may live and die among this people. 

It is unnecessary for me to write any thing relative to the mission, as Mr, 
Judson is writing to Dr. S . Ihave a little meeting of females, to whom I 
read tracts, and some part of Matthew, and try to teach them how to pray to the 
living God. They sometimes ask pertinent questions ; and one of them, I hope, 
is seriously fecling the need of a Saviour. I visited her yesterday, as she was 
confined to her house by sickness, and inquired particularly respectang the s'ate 
ofher mind. She told me she prayed every day to the true God, to give era 
new heart, and enable her to believe on his Son. We have so frequently had our 





hopes and expectations raised by similar cases, that we hardly dare promise our- 
selves much from this. We doubt not God will, in his own time, convert the 
Burmans, and that he is now preparing the way for the promulgation of the gos- 
pel here. We see no ground for discouragement; but feel rather that the cir- 
cumstance that no Burman has yet been converted, should be a fresh stimulas to 
double our diligence ; and a new excitement to our friends, at home, to be more 
in prayer for this great blessing. - 

I frequently visit the viceroy’s wife. She has given orders that I shall be ad- 
mitted into her private apartments whenever I wish. I gave her a tract a few 
days ago, and she asked me to read some of it. I began to read to her a de- 
scription of the character of God. Shé heard me through a few lines; took the 
book and laid it down, and said it was very good, and she would hear me some 
other time. Upresume she has never looked at it since. It is extremely difficult 
to hold a long conversation with her, as she is always engaged in business. 0, 
that God would touch her heart, and make her a monument of bis mercy! Very 
few of the females here know how to read; consequently they think it a great 
aeguisition in me to be able to read their language. 
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I doubt not, my dear Mrs. S—— » you constantly pray for us, and long to 
hear of the conversion of the heathen around us. 

Our temporal wants are comfortably supplied, health is preserved to us, we 
are happy in our employment, and would not change situation with any person in 
the world. 

When | reflect on the perishing state of the Burmans; when I see how much 
there is to be done, and how few to do it, conscience tells me that all inferior 
gratifications must yield to the great work of the mission. How happy should I 
be to receive a long letter from you! Do gratify and comfort us a little in this 
way. We still love America, and feel a deep interest in every communication 
from our native land. Excuse my freedom, and permit me to subscribe myself, 

Your unworthy sister in Christ, 


NANCY JUDSON. 


FROM MR. HOUGH TO THE BOARD. 


Rancoon, June 19, 1817. 
DEAR BRETHREN, 

Mr mind being now relieved of an anxiety of several months’ continuance, 
and my hands of a laborious daty in the printing office, | feel myself constrained 
to communicate to you the manner of my entering upon the work for which 1 was 
sent to this place, and the reasons which induced me to proceed as I have. 

Soon alter my arrival in Bengal, a letter was received by Dr. Carey from brother 
Judson, mentioning his having written a tract, and inquiring whether or not it 
could be printed at Serampore. The receipt of this letter so soon after my ar- 
rival, was such a coincidence as could not be viewed in any other light, than in- 
dicative of what I ought in duty to do. This, in the opinion of the brethren at 
Serampore, in which I could not but cheerfully concur, was, that I should take a 
printing press and types with me to Rangoon, and accomplish in the field of our 
mission, what otherwise must he done out of it, viz. printing the scriptures, reli- 
gious tracts, &c. Their benevolent and pious aid was exhibited in the valuable 
donation of an apparatus for commencing the printing business. At that time I 
understood thai the press taken to Ava by Mr. F. Carey had not been put in mo- 
tion, and on my arrival at Rangoon the fact was amply corroborated that it had 
not been in use cither for missionary or other purposes. 

When arrived here, afier adjusting the temporal afiairs of my family, I com- 
menced the study of the languaye, with this limitation, to pursue a knowledge of 
it no further, at this time, than would be requisite for conducting merely the 
manual labour of printing. This could be done when the language could be read 
with a little degree of accuracy. 

In this the views of brother Judson and myself were one It was thought that 
the time had fully come, when the Burmans generally should be made acquainted, 
not only that this mission really had an existence here, but also of its important 
design. Hitherto it had not been passible for brother Judson, a solitary missionary 
among surrounding thousands, to do more than strive after communication with 
the Burmans, by obtaining, through means at most scanty, and at brightest, ob- 
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scure, such a knowledge of the language as would qualify him to speak and write 

it intelligibly. We both felt it immoveably impressed upon our minds, that, at 

least, as an intimation of the way of life, through a Saviour, could be made, at 

that time, to a people sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, such an 

intimation could not consistently be withheld. Add to this, brother Judson’s ar- 

dent desire to appear more publicly in the work, and be more generally known, 

In order for this he felt the need of something more than his voice ; a tract or two, 
and a portion or two of the worp of God, he thought would strengthen him. 

With this he was not supplied. Whatever had before been written and transla- 
ted in the Burman language, we had the inconvenience of finding was unintelli- 
gible, which their authors had left the field without experiencing Besides, it 
was thought that a dictionary, materials for which had been collected from vari- 
ous sources by Mr. Judson, and which he purposed to arrange, when the transla- 
tion of Matthew should be completed, would be of such utility to me and others 
in acquiring the language, as to place me, at a year’s end, in as high a state of 
forwardness, as that which could be obtained, without that facility, by applying 
myself without any interruption. Calculating on this, together with the good 
which might result to the Burmans, from the contemplated operations of the 
press for a few months, we had no alternative ut a decision upon those measures 
which we have, cach of us, since pursued. 

After studying the language a few weeks, and making the necessary prepara- 
tions, I began work in the office, where | have continued until a few days past. 
On the 25th of January I finished striking off the first tract, 1000 copies. February 
5th, finished a small catechism, 300 copies. June 3d, completed Matthew, con- 
taining 104 pages large 8vo. 500 copies, which is now ready for distribution. 
Pray with us, dear brethren, that this precious little portion of the scriptures may 
make many Burmans “ wise unto salvation.” This labour has been done by my 
own hands, excepting that in striking off a part of the sheets of the translation, 
we employed a Burman to use the dalle. 

“ By the good hand of our God upon us,” having been enabled to accomplish 
our wishes thus far, | have again set down to the stady of the language. 

When the printing of the New Testament wil) again be resumed, we are unable 
to determine, casting a waiting and wishful eye, at present, on your appropriations 
for means of conducting it, not having received the least intimation how far you 
intend to uphold us in the blessed work of giving the scriptures to this poor, 
perishing peopie. Should you find appropriations for other purposes, to be more 
practicable, and should duty seem to call your atiention another way, still, while 
feeling ourselves your servants for the Lord’s sake, and bound to you by the most 
endearing ties, we shall put our trust in the treasures of Him, whose is the earth, 
and the fulness thereof. 

We lave some hopes of three or four Burmans, that there is upon their minds 
a slight influence of Divine radiance ; but whether our hopes will be like an early 
cloud which vanisheth away, a higher ascent of the orb of lhght must determine. 
Q! that our hopes may abide! 

Dear brethren, be mindful of us as we are of you, and pray for us that our Ja- 
bours be not in vain. 

Your .ervant for Christ’s sake, 


xLORGE H. HOUGH. 


































































































‘THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


SAILING OF MORE MISSIONARIES FOR BURMAH. 


Communications from our beloved brethren in Boston, have announced the 
sailing of Mr. Wheelock, and Mr. Colman, with their wives, for Calcutta, on 
their way to Rangoon. The morning on which the anchor was weighed, about 
200 of the brethren and sisters assembled at the ship. Suitable lines were sung 
and a prayer presented by Dr. Baldwin, in which every bosom joined, for their 
safety and usefulness. The breezes of heaven blew fresh and fair. It is sup- 
posed that during the first twenty-four hours, they had made, at least, 180 
miles of their passage. The parting was unusually tender. All seemed agita- 
ted and in tears, excepting the dear missionaries themselves, in whom all other 
ideas appeared lost, excepting such as were connected with the honour becoming 
missionaries of the cross, and the prospect of doing good to millions of degraded 
and perishing Burmans. 

Mrs. Colman observed to a sister present, that she would not exchange her 
situation with any. One circumstance, mentioned by brother Sharp, was ofa 
nature peculiarly affecting. The father of Mr. Wheelock, just before the vessel 
moved, cried out “ My dear Willard, let me see thy face once more !” Wheelock 
came to the side. His father saw him, and unable to sustain the sight, ran 
through the crowd, and hastened to his habitation to commend his dear son, now 
offered on the sacrifice of faith, to the arms of a Father, who is present in every 
region. Mr. Colman uttered some expressions as the ship was moving, but they 
were not distinctly heard, About the same time Mr. Wheelock was understood 
to say, “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If 

Ido not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I 
prefer not Jerusalem above my chiet joy 2 

Public prayer meetings the sabbath before the vessel sailed, were held in Bos- 
ton, New York and Philadelphia. At an early season, another prayer mecting 
was held by our Boston friends, at which the brethren officiating enjoyed unusual 
enlargement, and the congregation, though the services were protracted until 10 
in the evening, were unwilling to break up. Sacred consolations! how do they 
attend and recompense missionary endeavours! Whata feast of sympathy and 

joy do they spread for every enlightened and benevolent mind! Scenes, such as 
these we describe, must interest the transports of cherubim, and command the 





gracious smiles of that Redeemer, whose name they are designed to honour ! 


* Soft airs and gentle heaving of the wave, 
Impel the “ ship,” whose errand is to save, 
fet nothing adverse, nothing unforeseen, 
Impede the bark that ploughs the deep serene, 
Charg’d with a freight transcending in its worth 
The gems of India, nature’s rarest birth, 
That flies, like Gabriel on his Lord’s commands, 
4 herald of God’s love to heathen lands.” 














Missionary Instructions. 


FROM MR. WHEELOCK, A SHORT TIME BEFORE SAILING. 
Boston, October 18, 1817. 
BEV. AND VERY DEAR SIR, 

You have probably heard, that brother Colman and myself have been ordain- 
ed as missionaries to the heathens. 0, sir! how interesting was the scene! The 
solemnities of that day can never be forgotten, while memory retains her seat in 
my bosom! Our beloved tutor, Mr. Chaplin, preached the sermon from Gal. ii. 9. 
Our venerable Dr. Baldwin gave the charge, and our dear Mr. Sharp, the right 
hand of fellowship. Yes, my dear sir! on the very self-same day in which, six 
years before, in the same house, the first time I ever entered it, my mind was, 
arrested by Divine truth, I was there again to be set apart to the sacred and 
glorious work of a missionary of the Cross! O, how shall I express my gratitude 
to our heavenly Father for his great goodness and mercy towards me! ‘Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits !” 

We expect to sail in about six weeks. 

Accept, dear sir, my unfeigned thanks for your fatherly advice to make the 
blessed bible, as much as possible, my own. 1 feel this to be of the first import- 
ance. The Greek, and Hebrew, and geography, will, | expect, occupy the prin- 
c¥pal part of my time before sailing. 

I remain, dear sir, your unworthy, but affectionate, 


EDWARD W. WHEELOCK, 


FNSTRUCTIONS 


Of the “ Baefitist Board of Foreign Missions’’ to their young friends, 
Mr, Wheelock, and Mr. Colman, about to commence their voyage 
to Calcutta, on their way to Rangoon. 


BELOVED BRETHREN, 

Tue Board contemplate with pleasure, the work on which, in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, you are now entering. They fervently prav, that the “arm of 
the Lord,” may prove your firm support under all your trials; and that the 
same sacred arm may be made bare, to give success to your anticipated labours 
in the empire of Burmah. They are convinced, that you have already received 
the judicious counsel of the brethren who undertook the charge of your outfit, 
and that in Burmah you will enjoy such valuable advice, as the experience of the 
brethren there has qualified them for imparting. They nevertheless, conceive it 
a duty to address to you a few lines. And the delicacy, lest it should seem to 


_ interfere with the province ofthe worthy committee, above referred to, who su- 


perintend your departure, is removed by the following passage in a letter to the 
Secretary from Dr. Baldwin. “It has been usual, i believe, in every instance, 
when our missionaries have been sent out, for them to receive particular instruc- 
tions from the Corresponding Secretary, as the organ of the Board. If 
you should think proper to address them, it would be very pleasing to us, and, I 
presume, highly gratifying to our young friends.” 
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It is the wish of the Board that the genera] sentiments and recommendations, 
contained in their second annual Report, be considered as directed, in substance, 
to yourselves, as well as to the brethren already at the mission station. 

In a land of darkness and enemies you will perceive the importance of combin- 
ing your interest and affections to the utmost possible extent. Unity of tempo- 
ralities in missionary projects has been the vital pulse of the wonderful es- 
tablishment at Serampore. In reference to Burmah, we would urge that sucha 
union “is not a vain thing for you, because it is your life.” While the members 
of the mission feel themselves “one in Christ Jesus,” and while the Board is 
fully convinced, that no disposition exists in the brethren in India to assume an 
improper influence, they affectionately urge you, to pay that respect to their sen- 
timents, which superior age, and an actual residence at Rangoon, obviously 
claim. 

The Board has received most pleasing testimonials, relative to the amiableness 
of your dispositions, and has confidence in your prudence and piety; but youth 
is a season of inexperience, and the suggestions of years will not be despised. 
Be circumspect and conciliating in your conduct on board the Independence, 
Missionaries of the cross sometimes derive encouragement to future service from 
the blessings which follow their intercourse with those who sail with them. 
A respectable and useful minister of Christ, now connected with the Philadelphia 
Association, was brought to the knowledge of the truth, under the pious in- 
structions of Rev. Mr. Biss, while passing in the ship from America to Calcutta. 
May the honour be yours, as instruments in the hand of the Lord, to rescue 
some thoughtless mariner from the error of lis ways, and thereby “save a soul 
from death.” 

Appreciate the counsels of the millennial band at Serampore, observe their hab- 
its, and cultivate their friendship. They are the medium of intercommunication 
between the Board and Burmah, and are entitled to respect and gratitude. 

Above all, dear brethren, may you and your companions in Christ abound in 
personal religion. The prosperity of your own souls will be the surest presage 
of success in your missions. Familiarity with the throne of grace will confirm 
your faith, sustain your hopes, beguile your tribulations, and animate your zeal. 

The Board will be happy often to hear from you. Write at large, either by 
way of letter or journal. 

Be assured that your necessities and camforts, together with the demands for 
publishing tracts, the scriptures, &c. will engage the constant and solicitous at- 
tention of the Board. Ample funds, no doubt, by the liberality of the public, 
will be offered ; and He, who is the Proprietor of the silver and the gold, bas 
promised his blessing. 

On the behalf of the Board, much beloved brethren, 
Yours affectionately, 
Ws. STAUGHTON, Cor. Sec. 


PurLapEteaia, Movember, 1817. 
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POMESTIC MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT, CONNECTED 
WITH THE BOARD. 


MISSION TO THE WESTWARD OF THE MISSISSIPP] RIVER. 


UPON the service of this mission the brethren John M. Peck, and James E. 
Welch, having been solemnly set apart for it last May, have zealously entered. 
Communications from them while journeying to the field of their labours, and 
since their arrival at St. Louis, have been received. A particular account of the 
monies contributed and put into their hands for missionary purposes by ihe libe- 
rality of the churches and people, ‘as they passed along, and the societies they as- 
sisted in forming to promote the same obiect, will be presented in the next an- 
nual Report of the Board. 


FROM MR. WELCH TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


LexineTon, Ky, October 9, 1817. 
REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 

ALLow me to present to you, and through you to the Board, a short detail 
of the course pursued by me since my appointment as their missionary to the 
west. 

Pursuant to the instructions of the Board, I proceeded immediately to prepare 
for my journey; left Philadelphia the 19th of June, and arrived the 27th, in 
Orange county, Virginia. Being detained afew weeks in that quarter, an oppor- 
tunity was offered of making frequent collections; and the 15th day of July al- 
lowed me the happiness of aiding in the formation of the * Union Society, auxi- 
liary to the Board,” whose annual subscription on the d.y of its constitution 
amounted to 235 dollars, besides donations. 

Renewing our journey on the 16th of July, taking, as I passed along, a mis- 
sionary collection in a presbyterian meeting house, in Rockbridge county, it was 
with considerable difficulty, owing to sickness and inclement weather, that my- 
self and companion reached Kentucky, in time for me to meet the Elkhorn Asso-~ 
ciation the second Saturday and Sabbath in August. ‘The liberality of this re- 
spectable body in favour of the general object, together with the kind reception 
of friends, more than rewarded for every privation and suffering. 

The next Saturday and Sabbath I was at the South District’ Association in 
Mercer county, preached a missionary sermon, and received a collection; and 
the following Saturday and Sabbath was at the Tate’s Creek Association, where 
I also preached on the subject, and received a collection for the mission cause. 
Meantime, arrangements were made with several brethren of Madison county, 
Kentucky, for the formation of a mission society in that quarter. 

The first Saturday and Sabbath in September, at the Bracken Association, 
Vor. I—N?®. I. E 
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LHE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


Mason county, was witnessed, a very happy display of liberal feeling in behalf 
of the perishing heathen. On Thursday evening following, in Lancaster, Ohio» 
a missionary sermon was delivered und a collection taken; and on the second Sab- 
bath in September, a like service was performed in the morning in the baptist 
church at Mayslick, and in the afternoon in Washington, at both of which places 
collections were taken in aid of the mission funds. 

The 25th of September was formed the “ Madison Society of Kentucky Auxilia- 
ry,” &c. And on the Saturday and Sabbath following, a kind Providence con- 
ferred on me the favour of attending the Salem Association, Nelson county, Ken- 
tucky. With feelings not easily expressed I witnessed the zeal and liberality of 


- this large and respectable Association. On Monday evening of the same week, 


a sermon was delivered in Bardstown, and a public collection received, as aiso 
on Wednesday at Springfield. 

On Sabbath, the 15th of October, we joyfully welcomed the arrival of brother 
Peck and family. We spent the Sabbath with the baptist church at David’s 
Fork, and received a collection. 

I should do violence to my feelings were I not to acknowledge in this short 
detail, the kindness of many individuals, while pursuing the great object of my 
appointment. And particularly the liberality of col. James Johnson, of Scott 
county, in franking the passage of Mrs. Welch and myself in his stage from Ken- 
tucky to Lancaster, Ohio, and back to Kentucky again, a journey of about 250 
miles. 

With sentiments of sincere regard to yourself, sir, and the Board of missions, 

I subscribe myself yours, in missionary labour, 


JAMES E. WELCH. 


FROM MR. PECK TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Lexineton, Ky. October 10, 1817. 
DEAR SIR, 


Tae period has elapsed which renders it proper that some account of my la- 
bours and pursuits, since my appointment as a missionary, should be laid before 
the Board. This is the more necessary, as the labours of my worthy associate, 
brother Welch, have been pursued ia a course separate from mine. 

Immediately after my appointment I left Philadelphia for Litchfield, Connecti- 
cut, to make the necessary arrangements for removing with my family to the 
field designed for our future labours. 

Some weeks being requisite for preparation, it was deemed desirable to.spend 
as much of the time as possible in visiting Associations, and by other means to 
forward the general object of the mission. Accordingly, the 4th and 5th of June 
afforded me the satisfaction of meeting the Shaftsbury Association, and it is 
hoped not without some advantage to the cause. The feliowing Sabbath gave 
me tie opportunity of preaching a missionary sermon in Albany, at which time 
a collection was received. Besides visiting Caiskill’ by request, to preach the 
annual sermon of the Catskill Female Mite Society, and preaching in several other 
Places, the 25th of June brought me to Galway, Saratoga county, to mcet the 
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Saratoga Association. A sermon on missions was delivered, and a collection 
taken, to which were added a valuable pair of gold ear rings and a finger ring. 

In the vicinity of this Association the mission spirit is fast advancing. Female 
societies are springing up in almost every church. 

The foliowing week was spent in the southern part of the Shaftsbury Associa- 
tion. On Lord’s day I visited West Stockbridge, baptised five persons, received 
a small collection for the mission, and assisted in arranging a Female Mission 
Society. The four tollowing days gave the privilege of preaching in Egremont, 
East Hillsdale, West Hillsdale, and Canaan, in each of which places mission 
societies were formed. Friday, July 4th, preached on the subject of missions, and 
assisted in arranging the Columbia and Berkshire Society Auxiliary to the Board. 
The next Sabbath, in Amenia, Dutchess county, New York, after reading some 
of the annual Report, a collection was taken for the mission. Going to New 
Haven the following week, and spamding the Sabbath with the church recently 
constituted in that city, another opportunity offered to plead the cause of mis- 
sions, and receive the liberality of the public. 

On the the 25th I gave the parting hand to my aged parents, and, with my family, 
set out for St Louis. Upon reaching Peter’s Creek, Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania, rest being necessary after crossing the mountains, 1 embraced the op- 
portunity of visiting Pittsburgh, where I spent a Sabbath, and received a collec- 
tion. The week following, opportunity offered to plead the cause of missions 
before the Redstone Association; on which occasion that body displayed their 
wonted liberality in a contribution which was put into my hands. The next Sab- 
bath a collection was taken in Washington. The Tuesday following, I had the 
pleasure of seeing the Weldsburgh Mite Society, at Weldsburgh, Brooke county, 
Virginia. Several Mite Societies have been since formed, 1 learn, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Redstone Association, 

Passing through the stateof Ohio, two or three opportunities presented to 
plead the cause of missions, particularly in Zanesville, and Chillicothe. October 
5th brought us to David’s Fork, near Lexington, Kentucky, where we had the 
bigh satisfaction of meeting brother and sister Welch. 

Thus a gracious Providence has safely conducted myself and family about 1000 
miles on our journey,—supported us through many difficulties, granted us (ex- 
cept my youngest child during a part of the way) an unusual share of health— 
preserved us through many dangers, and brought us into company with our dear 
brother and sister Welch; with whom we expect to. be associated the rest of our 
journey. 

While procuring our outfit, and while journeying, it has been my desire, as 
much as possible, to avoid expense, though more has been necessary than what I 
was aware of at the time of my first engagement with the Board, and much more 
would have been incurred, had not the repeated kindness and hospitality of 
friends been enjoyed, to whom I shall feel myself under lasting obligations of gra- 
titude. 

With very affectionate christian regard to the Board, permit me to subscribe 
myself, 

Your unworthy missionary, 


JOHN M. PECK. 
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FROM THE MISSIONARIES AT ST. LOUIS. 


BY a communication from brother Welch, under date of December 29, 1817, 
we have the pleasure of learning that our beloved missionaries have arrived at 
their station. 

i From Shawnee town brother Peck and family went by water. Brother Welch, 
travelling by land, arrived ten days before him. Two weeks previous to his ar- 
rival brother Peck was taken ill. His situation, and the circumstances of his 
lady, bave given to our brother and sister Welch an unusual pressure of care, as 

i the charve of the family of brother Peck devolved upon them. It is hoped the 
valuabie life of our afflicted, excellent brother, may be prolonged. When it is 
said in the writings of David, that for the Messiah “ prayer shall be made con- 
tinuelly,” it must surely involve the duty ofpraying constantly and with fervour, 
for the life and health of the men of God Who have gone forth to proclaim the 
riches of his grace. 

4 Brother Welch has commenced his endeavours as a herald of truth. He ex- 


i the first quarter, he anticipated will be as large as he can, with convenience, 
manage. Lent, living, and wood, at St. Louis, are high. Our brother says, with 
that decision and glow of heart in which we cannot but rejoice, “ Under a full 
conviction that I amin the path of duty, I am determined to live and die in the 
cause of God and missions. 








NEW ORLEANS AND VICINITY. 
FROM MR. RANALDSON TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Natcusz, September 2, 1817. 
REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, 


IN my letter to the Agent of the Board, the 28th of May, I stated some of 

the difficulties and perils which lay before me, as well as the prospects opening 
around for more extensive usefulness. A Sunday school has since heen estab- 

lished in the city of New Orleans, under the most encouraging circumstances. 
There are now nearly a hundred children in the school, catholic and others, who 
are conducting with remarkable order. This school has had the happiest effect 
on the minds of the children, and some of the parents. After being well organ- 
ized, I left it under the fostering care of our amiable young brother Estes, my 
Lancasterian teacher, and proceeded to Natchez. On the 28th of June, we formed 
the “ Mississippi Society for Baptist Missions Foreign and Domestic.” The 
society unanimously appointed me their agent, in which capacity I consented to 





act till I should receive communications from the Board. 

Before my return to New Orleans, I had the opportunity of preaching four 
missionary sermons for the benefit of the society. The spirit of missions seemed 
to be kindled in every bosom! Every heart was disposed to contribute some- 

‘ thing towards the great werk / and the subscriptions were swelled to more than 
1300 dollars !! 


IN 
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pected at the beginning of 1813, to open a school, which, before the expiration of 
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i returned to New Orleans the last of July, to remove my suffering family. 1 
there received your interesting letter of the 11th of June, informing me of my 
appointment from the Board to labour in New Orleans and its vicinity. This ap- 
pointment I accept with great pleasure and satisfaction, being unwilling to re- 
linquish this important field of exertion. 

Finding it expedient and even necessary to take my family out of the city, I 
thought proper to retire to the next most important missionary ground, which 
is considered to be the parish of Feliciana. This station is ‘rendered highly im- 
portant from its local advantages, its proximity to New Orleans, and its immense 
population of Americans, wholly destitute of the gospel! Schools and bibles are 
wanting in every part of Florida. Ignorance and vice prevail, and “darkness 
visible on all sides round.” Yet present indications in Divine providence enceu- 
rage the hope that ** the Spirit of the Lord” will, ere long, “ lift up a standard” 
in Louisiana, where “ the enemy” has “‘ come in like a flood.” 

As long as I remained in New Orleans, the prospects were brightening. The 
congregations were serious and solemn; but little servile labour done in the 
streets on the Sabbath; a gradual increase in the schools, and much affection 
manifested from the parents and pupils. It grieved me much tu leave this peo- 
ple; yet there was no alternative, Asa token of their love and esteem, they 
sent me 419 dollars, besides other donations. I hope, and think there is reason 
to believe, that my removal out of the city, will contribute to the furtherance of 
the gospel, both in New Orleans and its vicinity. 

As cver, yours, &c. 


JAMES A. RANALDSON.,. ° 


BROM THE SAME TO THE AGENT OF THE BOARD. 


St. Francisviuve, La. Dec. 30, 1817. 


MY DEAK BROTHER, 

Your favour of the 6th ultimo, was received a few days since. The “ Latter Day 
Luminary” will, I trust, shed light upon this region, too long accustomed to the 
ignorance and darkness of heathenism. 1 have to lament, however, that among 
the people so few are in the habit of reading. 

Your letter of the 24th June I received at Natchez, and wrote to you from 
thet place to Nashville the Ist of September. Since that time Natchez has re- 
ceived an awful visitation. About three hundred of its citizens were in a short 
time numbcred with the dead, being cut off by the malignant fever!! A great 
number «ed with the yellow fever in New Orleans, and other places, but it is sup- 
posed to have been more fatal in Natchez than in any other place. ‘The goodness of 
God has been very manifest to myself and family. We have enjoyed good health 
through the sickly scason, with the exception of our dear little son. IT might 
speak of the tender mercies of our Redeemer, who has promised te be with his 
servants “always, even unto the end of ic world,” for He not only led us safely 
through a waste howling wilderness, and delivered us from sore afflictions; but 
bas epened a door for us to enter in and serve him among the heathen of our own 
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dear country. Ah! my dear brother, I knew but little of the real condition of 
thousands of our countrymen! I now see more clearly the necessity ard the 
importance of missionary exertions, both at home and abroad. Whilst the natives 
of the land are astonished at the doctrines of the Cross, I cannot but be astonished 
at their ignorance in these things. 

My engagements at present will not permit me to write a long letter. I wish 
this to go to the office immediately, that it may reach you in time. I expect to 
write to Dr. Staughton, in a few days, and give him some information of im- 
portance. 

Yours in the bonds of love, 


J. A. RANALDSON. 


2D + Gee 
¥ROM THE REY. DAVID COOPER. 


Woopvi te, Mi. Oct. 24, 1817. 
MY VERY DEAR BROTHER, 


Last spring I spent a few weeks in the city of New Orleans, where I had the 
pleasure of an acquaintance with brother Ranaldson, It was my opinion that 
it was the duty of brother Ranaldson to remove his family from Orleans. 1 ad- 
vised him to turn his attention to the parish of Feliciana: he has done so, and 
will, I have no doubt, be well received. It is a large and populous setilement, 
almost entirely destitute of the gospel, except the little attention they have re- 
ceived from your unworthy servant, and is, of course, good missionary ground. 

Your sincere friend and humble servant, 


D. COOPER. 


AMERICAN INDIANS. 


THE views of the Board in relation to the native tribes of the west, as well as 
in relation to other calls for exertion, in which it has been deemed their duty te 
engage, may be collected from the following 


GENERAL CIRCULAR. 


Lo the Baptist Associations throughout the Union, the numerous Missionary Socie- 
ties who with them are uniting their exertions to promote the interests of evan- 
gelical piety and virtue, and to all who commiserate the calamities of man, and 
long and labour for the arrival of the day when the knowledge of the Lord shalt 
cover the earth ag the wuters cover the sea ;— 

THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS FOR THE UNITED STATES, 
Present affectionate gratulations : 


Even since their origination, the Board has kept in view the best aims of 
the Convention whom they rc,.esent, particularly the important duty of en- 


deavouring to diffuse relirious knowledge, not merely on the wretched and be- 
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General Circular. 39 


nighted plains of Burmah, &c. bat also along the western frontiers * — sone 
try, and through the depths of the wilderness, from the Mississippi to the Pacific 
ocean. They have ever considered the service of sending the everlasting gospel 
to the aborigines of the west, as devolving with peculiar reasonableness and force 
on American christians. These occupy a large portion of lands once the pos- 
session of the natives, and can point them to no surer and brighter a recompense 
than the “inheritance incorruptible and undefiled” beyond the grave. eS 

In an age like the present, when, for the circulation of the gospel, christians of 
ever, name are coming forth with all the beauties of the morning, and ail the 
pron: se of the spring, it can create no-surprise that several societies have taken 
the condition of the Indians into serious and active consideration. The field is 
wide and encouraging. The number of those who sow in hope, and who shall 
reap with joy, can scatcely be excessive. The efforts of the Baptist Mission 
Society in Kentucky, communicated to them through the medium of the Rev. 
Mr. Trott and the Rev Mr Noel, deserve affectionate commendation. The Board 
wishes them ample success. The magnitude, however, of the object embraced, 
calls for general rather than local resources. Such resources are thrown into the 
possession of the Board, who will find its happiness in their faithful appropriation 
to the purposes for which the generous contributors have designed them. In 
every effort for the spread of civilization and piety, and particularly through 
western regions, the Board earnestly solicits, and will gratefully welcome, the 
counsel and co-operation of their western brethren. 

The Board are alive, with all the ardours of the most sincere thankfulness, to 
the christian zeal, in favour of the untaught Indians, discovered by Col. R. M. 
Johnson, and beg his acceptance of their fraternal acknowledgments. They have 
perused the eloquent and informing letters addressed to him by Themas L. 
M’Kenney, esq. with no common interest. They pray that the God of missions 
may abundantly remunerate these excellent men, and grant them, in the diffusion 
of the principles of truth and holiness, all that an enlightened and benevolent 
heart can desire. They are persuaded that ten thousand more, and particularly 
the Indian agents through our country, are waiting only for an opportunity of ac- 
célerating the common design. 

The circumstances which gave birth to the general Convention of the baptist 
denomination of the United States, and of consequence to their officiating Board, 
will not be forgotten. Two excellent men, brother Judson and brother Rice, 
were, in the providence of God, thrown on their patronage and support. They 
were welcomed as brethren beloved. Brother Rice has, by the decided approba- 
tion of ithe Board, been continued to advance the interests of missions in the Uni- 
ted States. . Brother Judson and family are in Eastern India. The wretched, 
dismal, desolate condition of the Burmans, has been pressed on the zeal and piety 
of the disciples of the Redeemer in the United States. The voice of heaven has 
not been heard in vain. Funds for the support of the amiable missionary have 
been liberally contributed and transmitted. He has asked for associates. Brother 
Hough and family have been sent to Rangoon.—Brethren Wheelock and Colman 
are waiting in Boston for a vessel, [they have since suiled | having been approved 
as missionaries, that they may unite in their labours. This field is highly import- 
ant. The God of mercies is, in fact, saying to America, “I have set before you 
an open dvor, and no man can shut it.” It is a voice distinct and forcible as that 
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of the man of Macedonia to the apostle of the Gentiles. Communications from 
Rangoon are of the most encouraging nature. Mr. Judson is in possession of 
the language, has his whole heart in the work, and has already issued a tract in 
Burman, exhibiting, with lucidity and faithfulness, the way to the paradise of 
God. The Board feel themselves bound by all the ties of duty, honour, and af- 
fection, to give to this sphere of missionary exertion, and to the brethren who 
occupy or may enter it, their cheerful and firm support.—God grant that in those 
miserable regions “the heavens” may “ drop down righteousness, and the earth 
bring forth salvation.” 

But it was never contemplated by the Convention and Board that their endeav- 
eurs should be circumscribed by eastern lines. The west has lain with weight 
on their minds. Nor have they been backward at expressing their feelings- 
They need appeal only to the several ** Reports” of the Board, and to the “* Pro- 
ceedings of the Convention,” for confirmation. Five missionaries are already 
under their patronage in the western and south-western sections of the country ; 
all of whom have ultimate reference to the savage tribes. Ranges of destitute 
frontier are kept in view, but they are regarded as iniets to Indian wigwams and 
Indian talks. The missionaries are instructed, not merely to make inquiries res- 
pecting the aborigines, but to plunge into the depths of their superstitions, and 
to direct their views to the “ Grear Farurr,” who receives with expanded arms 
the penitent prodigal. 

The Board are solemnly impressed with the high advantage that must result 
from imparting education, particularly in the English (or French) language, 
to the children of tlie natives. ‘They purpose making application to Congress, 
should it be found adviseable, for a site or sites where seminaries may be estab- 
lished with the hope of success, and where the arts of civilized life—agriculture, 
domestic economy, &c. in conjunction with the doctrines and duties of the gos- 
pel, may be inculcated. The states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Indiana, and Ohio, 
together with the territories of Missouri, lilinois, Alabama, and Michigan, ex- 
hibit plains for spiritual culture, that the eve of pious sympathy can never survey 
without the tear of pity, and a heart prepared for exertion. Efforts for the salva- 
tion of the Indians have hitherto been of a character too solitary. Elliot, Brai- 
nerd, Edwards, and others, laboured too much alone. It is no more the design 
of Heaven in christian missions, than in the toils of the rustic, that forests should 
be prostrated by the strokes of an individual. 

The Board would beg ieave respectfully to solicit the opinion of their excellen- 
cies the governors of the several states and territories above-mentioned, and of 
the respective Indian agents, as to the most eligible means of attaining the great 
object. They wish information in reference to the number, location, and temper 
of the tribes; whether any of their youths could probably be obtained for the 
purpose of receiving christiaa education ; whether, if found practicable, it would 
be more eligible that they should be educated at a mission establishment in the 
neighbourhood of the Indians, or in the midst of white population, industry, econ- 
omy, and refinement. Should situations among or near themselves be thought 
preferable, the Board would feel a sense of extreme obligation in having such 
spots designated as might appear most promising. 

A publication denominated Tur American Baptist Macazine, has for a 
considerable time been published in Boston. It has circulated widely through 
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the New England States, and extensively along the seaboard of the country. It 
is conducted by men of superior talent, possessing ardent zeal for the cause of 
God and missions. The names of Baldwin, Sharp, and Winchell, are a praise in 
the churches. The consideration alone that the terms of that valuable work for- 
bid its effusion through the west, and southwest, without incurring a positive 
expense to the Board, has induced the latter to propose another work, which they 
wish to be considered a sister, but by no means a rival, of the former, to be de- 
nominated ** Turk Larrer Day Luminary.” It will be published quarterly. The 
terms may be collected from the circulars. Its profits will be sacred to the in- 
terests of the mission. 

Perhaps in relation to eastern and western missionary attempis, the prophecy 
ef Zechariah is actually accomplishing. ‘It shall be in that day, that living waters 
shall go out from Jerusalem ; half of them toward the former sea, and half of 
them toward the hinder sea; in summer and in winter siliall it be: and the Lord 
shail be king over all the earth. In that day there shall be one Lord, and his 
name One.” 

The Board is grateful for the liberal assistance that from every part of the 
union is pouring into its treasury. A faithful statement of every item of expen- 
diture wili be annually exhibited. The work is great; but unity, bencficence, ar- 
dour, and a steadfast perseverance, with the blessing of the Lord, will accomplish 
wonders. Let the ministers of heaven “speak to the people that they go for- 
ward,” and let all unite in the prayer of the prophetic David, * Arise, O God, 
judge the earth, for thou shalt inherit all nations.” 

By order of the Board, 
Ws STAUGHTON, Cor. Sec. 

October, 1817. 





Ir would be particularly acceptable, did our limits admit of it, to publish at 
large the interesting correspondence between Col. Johnson and Esq. M‘Kenncy, 
referred to in the foregoing circular. The latter has thus written to the Cor- 
responding Secretary since. 


Orrice OF InDIAN TRapE, } 


Georgetown, D. C. November 14, 1817. 
REVEREND SIR, 

I nap the pleasure of an interview with Rev. Mr. Rice, and received from 
him a package of your general circular. One of them was addressed to myself 
by Mr. Rice,.in which he expressed a wish that I would forward a copy to each 
of the Governors of the States and Territories mentioned in the circular, and to 
the Indian agents, accompanied by such remarks as the subject might give rise to. 

I have forwarded a copy to each of the Governors, except to his excellency 
Governor Claiborne of Louisiana, and to him als6d one should have been trausmit- 
ted had the number held out. To each of the Indian agents it would be proper 
to send a copy, inasmuch as they are centered in the Indian settlements, have 
much of the confidence of the respective tribes, and could aid greatiy in further- 
ing the design of reformation. If you will furnish me with, say twenty copies, I 
will forward them immediately. 


Vout. Laud. I. I 
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I sincerely wish the Baptist association, and all other associations of benevolent 
men, whose efforts tend to relieve the calamities of man, all that success which 
the importance of such undertakings merits. 

I enclose you a copy of the remarks which accompanied the printed circulars 
to each of the Governors, 

And am, sir, with sentiments of very great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 


THOMAS L. M‘KENNEY. 





Orrick or INp1an TRADE, g 
&IR, Ceorgetown, November 4th, 1817. 


I nave had transmitted to me copies of a general circular issued by the 
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions for the United States, with a request to for- 
ward one of them to you. 

In complying with the request of this benevolent body, whose purpose is to me- 
liorate the condition of our brethren of the forests, and to convey amongst them, 
in addition to the lessons which shall improve them in the arts, and in domestic 
life, those nobler views which relate to futurity, 1 do nothing more than what I 
conceive to be my duty. Nota duty which devolves upon me by reason of my 
official tenure; but a duty which arises out of my conviction that we all, as Ame- 
ricans, owe the aborigines a debt, which cannot be more acceptably or justly can- 
celled, than by the promotion of those means which tend to civilize and chris- 
tianize them. And what means are more likely than those which are used by 
men who go amongst them us messengers of peace and good will? They go with- 
out mercenary considerations, or desire of gain, but only to impress upon them 
the superior excellence of the civilized over the savage state; and the happy 
consequences which follow a life of virtue, in the future world. 

tn asking you to correspond with the Board, on those parts of the circular 
which relate to the information they request, I do no more, I am sure, than put it 
in your power to do a service no less acceptable to your own feelings, than it will 
prove beneficial to the views of the Board. 

Accept the assurances of high regard, &ce. 


THOMAS L. M‘*KENNEY. 


Tae Chickasaw Indians, when the circular from the Kentucky Mission Society 
was presented to them, suggested the idea of a school of the kind with that 
contemplated by the Board, and expressed their wish for such a school in their 
neighbourhood, at which their children might receive education. Accordingly, 
the Board has resolved on commencing an establishment there, as soon as, in Di- 
vine providence, it shall be found practicable. Other tribes, as appears by the 
following communieations, possess similar views, 
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Letter from Mr. M‘ Roy. 


FROM MR. M‘KOY TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Maria, Ia. January 14, 1818. 


DEAR BROTHER, . 
Permit me to inform you that on the Ist instant I had the happiness to assist 


in the formation of the Bruceville Missionary Society Auxiliary to the Board é 
also of assisting, at the same time, in the formation of the Bruceville Female Mis 
sionary Society, whose objects are the sare with the former. 1 am happy tw say 
the zea} manifested on this occasion exceeded my most sanguine expectauions, 
How much strength will be derived to the missionary cause from these societies, 
I dare not venture to predict. 

It will, I am persuaded, afford pleasure to the Board to know, that since my 
last, the situation of the Wea and Kickapoo Indians has attracted my atten- 
tion materially. They have heard the propossls of the Kentucky Missionary 
Society, “ to take some of the children of each tribe to Kentucky to be educated 
at a school instituted for that purpose.’? These proposals were made to the 
Weas through the agent. After several weeks’ deliberation on the subject, they 
returned for answer that “ they were unwilling to send their children to Kentucky 
to be educated, because that, in obtaining an English education, they would jose 
their mother tongue, and if they had learned any thing profitable, they would be 
unable to communicate it to their friends at home; but if schools could be ese 
tablished in their neighbourhood, where their children could get an English edus 
cation, it would be agreeable to their wishes.” This answer might have been 
anticipated. They will always be alarmed by so great an innovation as seemed 
to be threatened by the proposals above-mentioned. 

I have made known to his excellency Thomas Posey, who has the agency of 
the Weas and Kickapoos, the wish of the Board to introduce the gospel to the 
Indians, and my plan for effecting it amongst these two nations. 

Governor Posey is not only philanthropic, but religious. Ue is of opinion that 
a school establishment may be made ; and has promised all the assistance in his 
power, in the accomplishment of this undertaking, The plan contemplated is, to 
propose to these tribes at their next meeting, which will’probably be in March, 
to open a school convenient to them, say alittle above Fort Harrison, where they 
will not be subjected to the inconvenience of losing their mother tongue. They 
will at the same time be assured that their present scattered situation will be no 
objection to the establishment, as their children will be supported at the expense 
of the Board; and, provided a few children can be obtained, the institution to 
go immediately into operation. 

Should it be thought necessary at the time, they may be assured that their chil- 
dren will be instructed by an Indian. There is a Brothertown Indian, now in the 
neighbourhood of Fort Harrison, who is a baptist, and bas an English education, 
who may be hired ata reasonable rate: yet I would choose to take the oversight 
of the institution myself, until the Board could make other arrangements. As it 
is probable the Indian school would not at first be numerous, it is presumed that 
a number of white children might be educated at the expense of their parents. 
I hope the Board will not delay to give me more particular instructions on this 
subject than Ihave yet receive? 
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Should we make an agreement with the Indians, the least failure on our part 
Would be attended with injurious consequences. What shall Ido? The subject 
is now agitated amongst them. There is at least some prospect of success: 
Dare ! let the opportunity pass unimproved ? 

I wish you to be apprized, howeve-, that there are serious difficulties attending 
our scheme, which, to the eye of human reason, may seem to threaten its very 
existence. Amongst these the capricious disposition of the Indians, and the in- 
terest of traders, are not the least. But although we are not sure of success, 
there appears sufficient. reason to hope for it to justify the making of an effort: 
even should matters assume quite another aspect by the time I write again, let us 
not too soon be discouraged. 

Iam happy to find that a missionary spirit is spreading beyond my expectation. 
Requesting the prayers of the Board that I may be directed in the right way, 

I subscribe myself, sir, 
Your cbedient servant, 


ISAAC M‘KOY. 





FROM THE SAME TO THE AGENT OF THE BOARD. 


Marra, Ia, January 19, 1818. 
DEAR BROTHER, 


Tsxrer are now about seventy members in the Bruceville Missionary Society, 
which was constituted the Ist instant, and nearly as many in the Bruceville Fe- 
male Society formed at the same time. I hope also that a little missionary fire 
has been kindled in two other neighbourhoods, which, with the blessing of God, 
may be fanned into a flame. 

I suppose the Board did not expect me to do much among the Indians; but, 
upon making inquiry, I found the prospect so flattering, that I concluded it 
would be criminal in me to let the opportunity pass unimproved. 

The Weas (Miamis) and Kickapoos will probably meet in March to receive 
their annuities, when I expect to make proposals for opening a school amongst 
them, on a plan that they have already said would be agreeable to their wishes. 
Governor Posey, the agent, thinks the Indians will accede to my proposals, and 
he has promised me all the assistance in his power. Yet the influence of certain 
individuals, whose interest it is to keep them in ignorance, is so great, that I 
sometimes “ tremble for the cause.” I have written to the Board on the subject, 
and have confidence that they will be directed by wisdom from above. 

Your brother in gospel bonds, 


ISAAC M‘KOY. 


—2 + 


FROM MR. POSEY TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


iiaxrwoon Co. N.C. August 26, 1817. 
REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, 


Witt particular sensations of gratitude to God for his great goodness to- 
wards me, and a strong impression of your christian regard, permit me now to 
answer your kind letter oi the 23d of June. I am sorry that it is not in my pow- 
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er to give information of a more satisfactory nature rela*ive to my neighbours the 
Cherokees. 

In 1802, I joined the baptist church in Greenville district, S. C. About that 
time my mind was very much exercised in relation to the Indians; and I thought, 
if any way opened, I should feel it my duty to labour among them. A few years 
since, I made an attempt; but after visiting the Indians twice, left them for 
want of encouragement. I have still, however, an earnest desire to see something 
done for them; and, at the request of the Board, am willing to make another 
effort, believing the case by no means a hopeless one. The following is the 
course which I purpose to pursue; viz. as soon as practicabie I will go among 
them, and see if they will permit schools to be set up; and will preach to those 
who can understand English; by the assistance of an interpreter will endeavour 
to impart some knowledge of divine things to those who are not acquainted with 
the English ; and, on my return, will give you an account of the success. 

Iam persuaded that no method would be more likely to succeed than this. 
They must first be prepared by learning the English language; but great care 
should be taken in the choice of teachers. If one so unworthy as myself can de 
any good, I know that the Lord must have all the glory. 

What support may be necessary, you will learn, after the business is com- 
menced. Should it be found expedient to engage schoolmasters, it would be 
my endeavour to obtain young men of good morals, and of the baptist denomina- 
tion. However, in your instructions to me, you will have the goodness to com. 
municate to me the wishes of the Board on every subject. 

I am happy to inform you, that on last Lord’s day the missionary spirit was 
kindled in our Association, and a collection taken. Although the people were 
not apprized of it, and our ceuntry is very poor, there was nearly thirty dollars 
contributed to aid the general missionary fund. 

Your very affectionate brother in Christ, 


HUMPHREY POSEY. 





FROM THE SAME TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Harwoop, N. C. Wov. 6, 1817. 
DEAR BROTHER, 

Accorp1NG to the request made, I have taken two journies among the Che- 
rokee Indians, much to my satisfaction. I find them anxious that I should con- 
tinue to visit them. I have preached, and had one sermon interpreted by a 
certain Edward Tucker, who is a native by birth, but a mulatto. He told me 
they said it was good. This man accompanied me through several towns, and 
took a great deal of pains to inform the Indians about my business. They almost 
universally appeared pleased, and I conversed with them about schools. I had a 
spelling book, and called over the letters, which a number of Indians, large and 
small, who could not speak a word of English, named after me. The children 
fondled on me, and scemed to look up to me as one who knew more than their 
people. One little girl, probably 4 years of age, who had known me on my first 
visit, as soon as she saw me coming again, ran out and rejoiced as though I had 
been a particular friend, telling her people who I was, and that she was not afraid 
of “ Yunaka,” that is, whiteman. 
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A white man accompanied me both times, who, from the reports he had received, 

Was opposed to missionary exertions. He lives onthe edge of the nation, and hag 
been a smith among'st them many years. Near him is a large settlement of whites, 
When I started to visit the Indians the first time, 1 appomted a ineeting near 
his house, and, not knowing the thoughts of any, told them 1 would try to preach 
a short missionary sermon. I did so, and his prejudices were removed, so that 
he offered to conduct me as far as ] would go into the nation. We went on 
through various towns, until we arrived at Mr. Tucker’s, as mentioned before, 
Though I was told he was a swearing man, and at times drank to excess, yet I 
was not discouraged, for he had been upon my mind, as one that was to become 
useful in some way, for probably three years before lsaw him. I told him my 
business, and that he must quit swearing, and drinking to excess. He was en. 
tirely ignorant of the way of salvation, but acknowledged there was a God, and 
said that all the Cherokees do this; but who He is, or how to be worshipped, 
he and they were ignorant. I told him, he had a soul that must be eternally 
happy or miserabie in another world. He said, he did not know. I told him he 
should pray to the Almighty to give him instruction, and save his soul. He 
said, he did not know iow. Isaid, if you were condemned to be hanged for 
murder, and was told that the governor, or some great man, had power to re- 
lease you, and you had oniy to plead with him, what would you say ? He answer- 
ed, I do not know; put the nature of the case would give me words. I said, that 
is true ; and this is your case. You and all of us are condemned by the righteous 
law of God ; you should, therefore, improve your ume. [ heard him say, “ Lord 
have mercy on me.” I told him, that was a very scriptural prayer, and if uttered 
from a real sense of need, would be heara. 

When I came the second time, I found him determined to forsake bad compa- 
my. He told me he had thought a great deal about our former conversation, and 
that he Knew he should feel much happier if he only had the christian’s hope. 1 
want you, my dear brother, and the brethren around you, to pray for the salva- 
tion of Ned Tucker, and the benighted Cherokees. I desire you will let me 
know, as soon as possible, whether I may venture to establish schools among 
them. Ihave agreed to have one at Tucker’s, and one er two more for three 
months, even should I pay for them myself, in order to see how they will an- 
swer. Ifthe Board should undertake on a large scale, a great deal, 1 am persua- 
ded, may be done in these regions. 

I am at pre sent at the command of the Board, as respects these people, arid 
should rejoice to learn what measures are adopted. 

Yours, in the bonds of the gospel, 


HU MPHREY POSEY. 





FROM THE SAME TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


AsnrvittE, N. C. Vow. 14, 1817. 


REV, AND DEAR BROTHER, 
[ wnorr vou by the last mail, but on receiving yours of th e 16th October, I 
felt it my duty to send you an immediate answer. 
i wish to communicate to the Board, that with gratitude I accept the appoint- 
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ment of missionary to the Cherokees, humbly requesting that they will bear 
me up in their prayers, and beseech the blessed Jesus to ask for the poor blinded 
Cherokees as a part of his immediate “ inheritance.” 

As it respects my compensation, suffice it to say, I am fully satisfied with the 
decision of the Board on that subject :—I shall endeavour to begin about the first 
of December—shall keep a regular journal of my proceedings, and communicate 
the same quarterly or oftener. es é 

The confidence placed in me by the Board, while it makes me feel small, still 
binds me to them in a manner not easily to be expressed, and 1 hope never to be 
forgotten.—May heaven smile on you, my dear brother; and may the happy pe- 
riod speedily roll round, when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, and his high praises be sounded in every place. 

Yours, in the bonds of the gospel, 
HUMPHREY POSEY. 








ADDITIONAL RESPECTING THE INDIANS. 


BESIDES what the “‘ Baptist Board” have undertaken in relation to the abo- 
rigines of our country, other denominations are directing their attention zealous- 
ly the same way. An establishment, with great promise, has been commenced 
among the Cherokee Indians by the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, under the patronage 
ofthe “ American Board of Commussioners for Foreign Missions.” The Rev. Mr. 
Gambold, under the patronage of the “ United Brethren,” or Moravians, is also, 
if our information be correct, among the Cherokees. 


Esqr. M‘Kenney, in his valuable letter to Col. Johnson, mentions the Rev. 
Moses Crume, who “was appointed, by the last annual Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to preside in the Miami district; and it became a 
part of his duty, by the direction of that body, to make arrangements with the 
friendly Indians within the agency of John Jolinson, Esq. for opening schools 
among them. In conformiiy with his insiructions, Mr. Crume proceeded to open 
his mission to the principal men of Mr. Johnson’s agency, and was received ina 
manner highly flattering to his hopes.” 

“1 cannot,” continues Esq. M‘Kenney, “ withhold my commendation of the ef- 
forts of this muster, or deny myself the pleasure of pronouncing upon his merits.” 


* The United Foreign Missionary Society—composed of the Presbyterian, Re- 
formed Dutch, and Associate Reformed Churciies,” which was constituted in New 
York last July, has specially for its “ object to spread the gospel among the In- 
dians of North America,’”’ together with “the inhabitants of Mexico and South 
America.” 


Nor are efforts of this kind in vain, as appears by the following quotation from 
“ The late proceedings of the Synod of Pittsburg and Western Missionary Society,” 
and from many other extracts that might, if our limits permitted, be offered. 

“ Mr. Oldham has been employed tor another year. The number that attend 
in school has been lately increased, and their progress has been equal to our ex- 
pectations. The most of them can spell words of five and six syllables, and read 
easy lessons. Some of them write a verv good copy hand, and we are not without 
animating expectations, that if their education can be effected, the advantages re- 
—_ from it may, through the divine blessing, descend to generations yet 
unborn.’ 

“We must also remark, that the Indians are beginning to pay a more marked 
attention to the arts of civilization than formerly. They cultivate the ground 
with more industry, and they raise much larger crops of corn, oats and potatoes, 
and are beginning to raise wheat and rye. The women are beginning to pay more 
regard to cleanliness and decency in their houses, and, in their domestic economy, 
imitate Mrs. Oldham, who is now employed by this Board to pay a more pointed 
attention to the women than formerly.” 
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> her: 
GENERAL MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. + pe | 
& 
FROM THE REV. DR. CAREY. es _— 
ing 
Cauccutta, June 30, 1817. — exp 
MY DEAR BROTHER, Y the 
I WROTE to you about three weeks ago, but having just received a note _ the 
from the supercargo of the Wm. Savery that the ship is on the point of sailing, I - rate 
cannot persuade myself to let the opportunity slip, though I can command only | _~ 71 
afew minutes. ‘his is the day for our public disputations at the college, in gra 
the uriental languages ; and upon these occasions I have always a post of import: I 
ance to maintain, being moderator of the disputations in two languages, and hav- is 1 
ing a public speech to deliver in both. This year we have no Sungskrit disputa- ate 
tion, whieh has eased me of one half of my burden; but to me the day is always in 
a day of care and anxiety. tra 
The cause of our glorious Redeemer, I believe, is gaining ground in this coun- | 
try in a variety of ways, and in none, perhaps, more than in the entire revolution bre 
which has taken place in the sentiments of Europeans respecting the utility of pe 
missions. Schools for the instruction of youth upon the plans of Lancaster and 
Bell, are now originating in almost every direction, and proper persons to super- th 
intend them are much more difficult to procure than funds for their support. A sO 
society for the purpose of translating, or composing, and publishing books on m 
education in the different languages of the east, has lately been formed, which m 
promises to be of great utility. Several additional attempts to spread abroad the ti 
light of truth have been lately made, and are making. Bo 
Two missionaries from the London Missionary Society have recently arrived. t 
They are, I believe, men of God, and will be useful. ‘T'wo from the Church So- 
ciety are here also. Their sphere of activity will be greatly circumscribed, but I ¥ 


think they will ultimately be of great advantage to the cause. We are all well, 
and are carrying on our plans as usual. I rejoice at all the good that is going F 
forward in America. May the Lord prosper all our and your undertakings, that 
they may end in his glory and the advancement of the honour of his name. 

I am, very affectionately yours, 


Wma. CAREY. 


8 + ao 


FROM MRS. ROWE TO MRS. S . 





Dicau, Hindosthan, April 13, 1817. . 
MY EVER DEAR FRIEND AND SISTER, Be 


I rect as if I wanted to answer every item of your letter; but what would 
be the use of it? let me feast on it, and give you something in return. The 
Lord’s work goes on gradually in India. Mr. Rowe lately baptised six persons 
belonging to the 24th regiment of his majesty’s army in India ; and sixteen candi- 
dates are expected to join at the next. baptismal season. There are four native 
inquirers who attend morning daily worship at our house in Hindee, together 
with about six native brethren and a few others. There are only two native sis- 
ters here, one of whom now lies very ill. I went to see her this evening, and sent 
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her some comforts when I returned. All the native christians, and inquiring na- 
tives, that appertain to this station, live on our premises. 

I have one native scholar, a little girl, whose parents brought her to me, re- 
questing that I would teach her to work and read Hindee. The father is an 
inquirer, and therefore associates with the christian brethren, and lives at our 
expense. I keep the child close to me, and do every thing for her myself, lest 
the parents of the fair childen should become dissatisfied with her being in 
the school. If I had more of this kind ofscholars, 1 would teach them at a sepa- 
rate house ; Icannot, however, expect any but the children of christian natives: 

This mission is very prosperous, through God’s mercy. 1 want nothing but more 
grace to enable me to fill my station better. Pray for me. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hough are comfortably situated at Rangoon. The government 
is relaxing in its rigour, and already the condition of our friends there is melior- 
ated. See God’s grace! Our sister Judson shines like a star of primal magnitude 
in the east. She has translated into Burman, and brother Hough has printed, a 
tract; while brother Judson has something clse in readiness for the press. 

There has lately been a tract on the subject of public schools published by the 
brethren at Serampore, which has so taken with all denominations, that many 
persons, unsolicited, have sent large donations. 

This moraing another little native girl came to learn with the former. As 
there are now two, I must keep them separate from the English school, 
so that I have three separate schools to conduct, in three different apart- 
ments, the boys’ English school being in a separate bungalow. This anecdote 
may please you :—Two natives were talking about religion ; one, who was a chris- 
tian, asked the other, who was a heathen, how he thought the spirit of goodness, 
or religion, manifested itself? He answered, “In clothing the naked, feeding 
the hungry, and doing good to the needy.” 

How then does it become missionaries to magnify the religion of Christ, and 
win souls to it, by such works ! 

Your ever affectionate friend and sister, 


CHARLOTTE H. ROWE. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Dican, April 21, 1817. 

EVER DEAR SIR, 

Your letter, dated Oct. Ist, 1816, together with a parcel, came safe to hand 
last week. The duplicates I have put up to send brother Hough, with a letter. 

They have afforded us much refreshment. Such receipts from afar, give a 
spring to missionary ardour. We behold the dawning of the day when “ Hosan- 
na to the Son of David !” will be the universal acclamation. O, may itshortly 
— the festal shouts to the praise of the son of Mahomet, prevalent in the 
cast ! 

The glorious things you relate concerning the churches in America, remind 
us of what remains to be done for God and the good of souls, in heathen lands. 
. I cannot but approve the conduct of the Board of Missions at their late meet- 
ing- I would not wish brother Rice to abandon a work, which he is well calcu- 
lated to execute; and there is no reason why the remoter parts of America 
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should remain unattended to. Beholding things on the enlarged scale it does, 
he could with difficulty confine his mind to unravelling the dark page of an 


unlearned language. I think he is doing more for Rangoon by remaining where _ 


he is. Nor, since brother Hough’s arrival, is the situation of brother and sister 
Judson lonely, as heretofore, to call specially for his return to them. They will 
now do very well, at least till you are able to send others to their assistance; 
Brother Hough has printed a tract of sister Judson’s translating into Burman. 

I know not in what relation to themselves, the Board now consider me; 
or whether my union with the English mission by marriage, will, in their estima- 
tion, dissolve the bond between them and me. I can only say, I wish still to be 
regarded as a daughter of the American mission, and to hold some filial affinity 
and intercourse with it, though I need not its pecuniary supplies. 

It is now my sole desire to be enabled to devote my every talent to the gra 
cious Giver, and to serve his cause all my days and hours. I wish to die working 
for the welfare of Zion. I have been blessed with health since my arrival, and 
feel all alive in my work. 

Desiring a respectful remembrance to each of the members of the Board, and 
requesting the prayers of all who love the prosperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
permit me to subscribe myself, 

Your sincere friend and sister in Christ, 


CHARLOTTE H. ROWE. 


FROM THE REV. MR. WARD. 


Srrampore, July 3, 1817. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 

I wow send some more of the circular letters, as they will supply you with 
the principal articles of news respecting us and our work. 

Brother Carey is now firmly recovered from a long sickness, in which his life 
appeared to be threatened, sometimes by the violence of the disorder, and at 
other times by its obstinate continuance and lingering nature. Blessed be God, 
he is now, | think, as well as he has been for several years.—Blessed, blessed be 
God! he survives, and the most precious life on earth is still spared ! 

I rejoice, and so do we all, in the great things God is doing for Zion in your 
happy country. Our affairs here are making that progress which might be exe 
pected after ages of universal impenetrable darkness, and an institution like the 
castto overcome. You have two blessed men at Rangoon. We gave them a 
press and types, and it was ‘at work in the porch of their house, in a few hours 
after its arrival. A wonderful work is going on among the Mugs on the borders 
of the Burman empire ; and these people talk the Burman. This may encourage 
you. 

Tam, my dear sir, ever thine, 


W. WARD. 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Serampore, July 4, 1817. 


VERY DEAR BROTHER, 
You will kindly convey to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions our acknow- 


ledgment of the receipt of 1000 dollars for the translation of the scriptures 
under our direction, and 1000 for the brethren and sisters at Rangoon, by Mr, 
J. Smith, and our thanks for this donation to the translations. 
Wishing our dear brethren composing the Board every spiritual aid, and the 
hearts of all the American churches, I am, dear brother, 
Yours for the brethren, in everlasting bonds, 


W. WARD. 


——? + 


FROM THE REV. MR. MORRISON. 


Canton, China, February 25, 1817. 


"MY DEAR SIR, 
Your kind letter of December 1814, I did not receive till January last, after 


my return from Peking. I am happy to have the pleasure of hearing again from 
you and your family. 

The liberty which you enjoy, and which is enjoyed in my native country, to 
preach and to teach the doctrines of Jesus, is a blessing, for which none can be 
sufficiently thankful. The rulers of this land are hostile to the name of Jesus. 

» My original object was the acquisition of the language, for the purpose of ren- 
dering into it the sacred scriptures. To that object, I have constantly adhered, 
and stilladhere. My labours are in my study. 

My brother Milne at Malacca, is better situated. He teaches school, or 
rather superintends a large free school, for Chinese children, and publishes in 
Chinese a small magazine containing religious papers, monthly. He has baptised 
the person who prints his magazine. 

I rejoice in the success of your zealous endeavours to diffuse the knowledge 
and love of our Saviour. May every scriptural means be abundantly blessed. 

With christian regard to Mrs. Staughton, and the other members of your family, 

T remain affectionately yours in the faith of our Lord, 


ROBERT MORRISON. 


—st +e 


FROM THE REV. DR-e HINTON, 
Oxrokp, England, WVov.7, 1817. 


Our annual missionary meeting was held here October 1st; crowded be- 
yond measure. Preachers, Birt senior, Hughes, and R. Hall; allexcellent. I re- 
signed my secretaryship—health, pastoral duties, &c. left me no alternative. Mr. 
Dyer, a faithful and able brother, is chosen unanimously assistant to Dr. Ryland. 

I rejoice in what the Lord is doing in America. Ten thousand added to your 
churches! Glory to God! The Lord make them ten times as many still; for 
millions know not yet the glories of our Emmanuel. 

Your affectionate 


JAMES HINTON. 
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PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN IRELAND. 


FROM the “ Third Report of the Baptist Society (in England) for promoting 
the gospel in Ireland, by establishing schools for teaching the native Irish, for 
itinerant preaching,” &c. &c, we regret that our limits in the present publication 
forbid our making more copious extracts. In a future number we hope to b 
able to offer to our readers still more abundant gratification. 

One of the worthy men who itinerate as readers of the Irish testament, though 
far advanced in age, says, “ that during the last two years he has travelled 2,0 
miles on foot, and 200 miles on horseback.” In a letter, dated April, 1817, he 
observes, “ that, excepting in two plaves, he met with no opposition ; and that 
there is no place he has left, where he has not had the most pressing calls to go 
again,’ Another reader says, “ Within the last year I have known seven men 
and two women, who were made acquainted with the gospel, and died in sure and 
certain hope of salvation, who, three years ago, had neither seen nor heard of it.” 
Another says, ** The people not only desire me to send the sabbath readers to 
them, but even go themselves at night to the house of O. H., causing him to rise 
from his bed to read the Irish testament to them.” 

Under the head of Irish day schools, the committee mention the following in. 
teresting fact. ‘It will scarcely be credited, that a beggar woman, pretencing 
to witchcraft, has lately much disturbed their schools, by declaring that she had 
received a revelation from the Virgin Mary, informing that the Baptist Irish So. 
ciety had a wicked design to entrap all their children, and send them off bya 
ship into a foreign land! When the people were asked if they believed this 
woman, they replied, that, for the most part, they were inclined to believe her, as 
it was unreasonable that any people would go to such cost, without some such 
intention, ‘ihis gave me,’ says the inspector, ‘the greatest advantage to read 
and speak to them, showing them from the scriptures, that we are arrived at that 
time when the gospel must be published to all nations in their own language’ 
Such is the alarm that prevails, that the inspector has not been able, since this 
report has gotten into circulation, to visit the schools on the shores of the At- 
lantic ocean, as the children would ail run away on his approach, supposing him 
the captain of the ship. Notwithstanding this opposition in the province of Con 
naught, there are in daily attendance in the Irish schools nearly 2000 children.” 
One of the inspectors in a letter to the committee remarks, that “it is impossible 
to caleulate the good which is likely to result from teaching the children of the 
poor in this country to read the word of life. Ireland has been a land of deads 


for many centuries ; but Tam convinced the beads must soon give way to the | 


Bible.” 

“‘ The committee have reason to think, that the opposition made by some of the 
Romen catholic priests will be encouraged and stimulated by their highest ec: 
clesiastical authorities. So far, however, from feeling dismayed by these por- 
tentous circumstances, they recommend the Society to persevere fearlessly, and, 
as far as possible, inoffensively to the catholic priesthood of Ireland, in enabling 
the people to read and to understand the scriptures.” 
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Glasgow Society—Details—Afghans. 


GLASGOW MISSION SOCIETY. 


“ THE Glasgow Auxiliary Society in aid of the Baptist Mission and Translations 
in India,” issucd, during the past year, their first annual Report.—Every page of 
it is replete with interesting matter. We cannot withhold the following extracts. 


‘Your committee consider it impossible to give too much publicity to the 
fact, that one half of the whole funds (employed for translating the scriptures 
&e. at Serampore) say seven thousand pounds annually, arises from the personal 
labour of the missionaries and other brethren in India, who have all adopted and 
steadily adhered to the noble and disinterested principle of restricting themselves 
to a very limited expenditure, and devoting the rest of their income to the cause 
of God.” 

Several eloquent addresses were delivered at the annual meeting, from which 
we should delight to make selections, or, if practicable, insert the whole, The 
Rev. Dr. Burns, the Rev. Dr. Mitchell, the Rev. George Barclay, the Rev. Gre- 
ville Ewing, Mr. Cunningham, and the Rev. Mr. Anderson, were the principal 
speakers. This last gentleman, after remarking that there were other parties in 
the hall, who deserved the thanks of the present meeting ; he alluded to the La- 
dies’ Association for promoting the Oriental Translations, who had contributed 
to the funds of this Auxiliary Society 126/. 4s. 7d. sterling ; added, ‘* It is not un- 
worthy of remark, that the idea of supporting the native ministers of the gospel 
in India, while preaching the good news of salvation, originated with a lady. 
Miss R. (now Mrs. Dr. Carey,) first proposed, out of her own private fortune, to 
support a native preacher: and her suggestion, conveyed home to this country 
with admiration, by one of the missionaries, first gave rise to the delightful idea 
of individuals in Britain acting in like manner.” 


Particutarn peTartsof the operations and their success of numerous other 
Missionary bodies, foreign and domestic, among different denominations—ef 
Tract Societies—of Education Societies—of Sunday Schools ;—various communi- 
cations from female Mite Societies ;—an account of the baptism of the Jailor’s 
household in Goochland county, Va.—of the revival of religion in Mecklenburg 
and Muhlenburg counties, and other places in the same state—of the revivals in 
Kentucky—those in the state of New York and in New England ;—an Essay on 
Prayer ;—some of the Ordinations, and Obituary notices ;—Reviews i several 
pieces of Poetry ;—an introductory number to a compressed and succinct History 
of Missions ;—and many other interesting particulars, which we anxiously wish 
our readers to possess, are unavoidably postponed to a future opportunity. 





To the Publishers of the Latter Day Luminary. 


; Havine observed in the third annual Report of the Board, a passage in a letter 
rom the Rev. Dr. Carey, in which he intimates, that the “ Arronans” are 
* undoubtedly the remains of the te bes” i i 

ly 8 0 en tribes” of Israel: by add x nidence 
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BIBLE SOCIETIES. 








THE THIRTEENTH REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, MAY, 1817. 


‘THIS « Report,” with its “ Appendix,” occupies 340 pages, besides 
the “ List of Contributors,” which takes up 20 pages more ; and an 
«“ Abstract of the Cash Account,” displayed on about a dozen pages. 
It presents us with information drawn from more thana hundred 
distinct and different sources, and of the most interesting’and ani- 
mating kind, in addition to statements and details, in the “ Report” 
itself, which astonish and delight the reader. With heartfelt 
pleasure the following extracts are,offered. 


“Ir might reasonably have been expected, that, during a season of uncommon 
embarrassments and privations, the British and Foreign Bible Society would have 
felt its influence, in a temporary abridgment of its means, as arising from the 
public benevolence. But your committee have no regret to express on this ac- 
count; on the contrary, it will appear, from the specification of the sums contri- 
buted by the auxiliary societies since the last annual meeting, that the pure flame 
of charity has continued to glow with undiminished ardour. And it cannot fail 
to be highly gratifying to the members of the Institution to learn, that during 
the last year, to the period when the Society’s accounts are annually made up, the 
contributions from auxiliary societies amounted to no lessa sum than 52,0271. 9s. 8d. 
{more than two hundred thousand dollars,| notwithstanding the accession of new 
societies has been inconsiderable, compared with former years, owing to the 
ground having been previously occupied.” 

“To what has been said in former Reports on the subject of Bible associa- 
tions, which have so essentially contributed to enlarge the funds of the Society, 
your committee will only add the following observation: that the very principle 
of those associations is calculated to operate as a monitory and restraining influ. 
ence on the members of them. They see and feel the inconsistency of a life de- 
voted to licentious indulgences and immoral habits, with the open and reiterated 
veneration for that Book which soexplicitly condemns them, while their regulated 
orderly meetings, and their weekly and monthly contributions for promoting the 
circulation of it, tend to invigorate those feelings, and render them habitual. And 
when this influence is considered as extending (as from the active participation of 
females, and the young, it will naturally) to the tamilies of the members of these 
associations, the consideration opens a new source of exhilarating hope, with re- 
spect to the rising and future generations.” 

«“ The ecneral statement of the copies of the scriptures issued from March 31, 
1216, to March 31, 1817, is 92,239 bibles, 100,782 testaments; making the tot¢l 
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‘<sued from the commencement of the Institution to the last mentioned period, 
746,666 bibles, 929,328 testaments ; in all 1,675,994 copies, exclusive of nearly 
100.000 circulated abroad at the charge of this Society, making more than a miél- 
lion and three quarters of copies circulated by the British and Foreign Bible So~ 
ciety in twelve years.” 

“The infancy of this Society gave the promise of a vigorous maturity, which 
the progressive growth of thirteen years has amply confirmed. For complete 
an satisfactory evidence, that it has hitherto answered its designation and end, 
it is only necessary to advert to the extent to which the holy scriptures have been 
circulated, and to the numerous institutions in different and distant parts of the 
world, now actively co-operating in the distribution of them. And while, on the 
one hand, the associations which have thus been formed on its example, may be 
deemed a gratifying homage to the pure and benevolent principle of the Society, 
they come nearer to the feelings and expectations of its members, when consider- 
ed as a provision for extending and perpetuating the benefit derived from it.” 

“ Devoutly ascribing these auspicious results, so astonishing by their magni- 
tude, and so incalculably beneficial in their uses, to the Divine favour alone ; your 
committee may be permitted to indulge the satisfaction of contemplating them 
as the pleasing fruits of christian union, founded on a lively sense of an identity 
of interest in the promises of the gospel, and animated by the charitable desire to 
make all mankind partakers of its blessings.” 

‘It is from the active influence and energy of this union, that the British and 
Foreign Bible Society derives its means, and information to direct their employ- 
ment; labourers of every soil, coadjutors in every quarter of the globe; in a 
word, its support, encouragement and success. No association, formed on a nar- 
rower basis than that of universal benevolence, which is the characteristic of the 
religion of Jesus, could have effected what it has accomplished.” 

“Having but one object in view, and that not only simple and intelligible, but 
also involving a duty which christians of all denominations must admit to be of 
paramount obligation, this catholic union requires no compromise of its members, 
and exacts no sacrifice of principles; and hence is less liable to be disturbed by 
the collision of human passions and prejudices.” 

“ Consolidated and enlivened by a constant reciprocation of christian hopes and 
feelings, it exhibits and encourages those endearing sympathies which mark the 
source whence they spring, and which, if universally cultivated and improved, 
would render the nations of the earth, what the gospel was designed to make 
them—a holy brotherhood, a community of love and peace.” 

“ That the moral and religious influence of the scriptures has had a considera- 
ble and extensive operation, both in this and foreign countries, is too obvious to 
be questioned or denied. The salutary and efficacious counteraction which it has 
opposed to the increase of scepticism and infidelity, and to the progress of im- 
morality and vice, together with all the evils which follow in their train, may b 
fairly enumerated among those of its and : i ee cons 

. general and ascertained effects, which have 
npr sictaherter pe to = «gras Crete of social peace and order. Nor 
a ’ ion to what has been adduced in the body of the Re- 

port, of its influence with respect to a more important consummation. Many 
rvs exif Mesparsesebincadn Aa of this blessed volume,” observes the 
18! ciety, “have been enlightened by the 
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Spirit of God, and look upon the holy scriptures with a more pious regard. The 
spirit of levity and mockery that prevailed as to the doctrines of revelation, has 
considerably givetway to a more serious and devout attention to their more im- 
portant concerns.” This testimony is strengthened by that of a correspondent in 
Swabia, who asserts, that “a growth of divine knowledge, and an increasing faith 
and love to Jesus Christ, are already visible in many thousand souls.” 

“1f the preceding facts and reflections suggest the most encouraging motives 
for perseverance in the great undertaking to which the Society has pledged itself, 
they will receive additional weight from the consideration, that, if the British and 
Foreign Bible Society had never existed, a large portion of the millions who, it 
may be presumed, have been benefitted by its exertions, might have lived and 
died without possessing a copy of the sacred volume, to whom therefore the 
charter of salvation would have been as if it had never been revealed. ‘hat it 
has pleased the Aimighty, in his gracious dispensations, to awaken mankind, in so 
remarkable a degree, to a sense of the superior importance of his holy Word, and 
in times when his afflictive judgments were calculated to give it a peculiar im- 
pression, and that He has so particularly favoured this country, by selecting from 
it his instruments for exciting this feeling, and giving operation to it, are motives 
of grateful adoration and praise. That the labourers in this vineyard are increas- 
ing all over the world, is no Jess a subject of joy and devout thanksgiving. Their 
zeal, their exertions, their rivalship, their success, will ever be hailed by the So. 
ciety which inspired them, with fraternal congratulations, and a cordial disposition 
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to encourage and assist them.” 

“ Such, indeed, is the interest which the British and Foreign Bible Society has 
excited, that the prayers and benedictions of thousands attend its progress, and 
are oficred up for its success; and a suspension of its functions would be felt and 
lamented as a calamity in every quarter of the globe. In the mutability of hu- 
man affairs it is possible, however, that the existing favourable opportunities for 
circulating the holy scriptures may suffer some diminution ; and it is certain, that, 
in a few years, both those who have devoted themselves to this benevolent duty, 
and those for whose more immediate benefit it has been undertaken, will be over- 
shadowed by that night in which no man can work. This, in addition to the aw- 
ful considerations already stated, appeals mo» powerfully to the feelings and 
principles, the benevolence and pity, of every believer in the scriptures, to lose no 
opportunity in communicating to all who want it, the blessing of that divine re. 
velation which an all merciful God designed forthe whole human race. The call 
for the scriptures is more than ever extensive, loud, and importunate: by the 
blessing of God the call shall be answered, and the desire shall receive its ac- 
complishment. It has appeared to not a few, when contemplating the wonderful 
success of the bible institution, and the facilities opening to its progress, “ That 
the angel having the everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, has commenced his 
flight in the midst of heaven.” 

“ Whether this sublime vision is now offered to the eyes of mankind, or is to 
diffuse its lustre over the days to come, we may be allowed to enjoy the hope 
which it inspires, and to anticipate the blessedness which will flow from its 
realization.” 
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“ With these feelings it remains only to offer devout supplications to Almighty 
God, that he will perfect the work which he has so abundantly prospered ; that 
the geal which he has inspired may never relax, until the spiritual wants of every 
believer in revelation shall have been supplied; until the tidings of salvation 
shall have been communicated to every inhabitant of the earth.” 

“ APPENDIX.—The British and Foreign Bible Sctiety has printed, or aided 
the priniing or circulation of the scriptures, in part, or in the whole, in SIXTY SIx 
different languages or dialects.” 

To this astonishing Institution, “‘ There are 570 Auriliary and Branch Societies 
(or upwards) within the British dominions.” 

The expenditures of the Society last year, that is, from March 31, 1816, to 
March 31, 1817, were 89,230 pounds sterling, and a fraction over; but little 
short of 400,000 dollars. “* Total, from the commencement of the Institution, 
541,5041. 1s. 10d;” but little less than TWo MILLIONS AND 4 HALF Of dollars. 

The “ Bible Societies established in foreign parts, encouraged by pecuniary aid 
from the British and Foreign Bible Society, or by its ecample,” amount among the 
various nations of Europe, to at least forty-six, with many auxiliaries and branches 
to these; besides six in Asia, and four in Africa. 

Onthe American continent are more than 150 Bible Societies. These, with the 
numerous principal, auxiliary, and branch societies in other quarters, swell the 
whole number, it is confidently believed, to more than one thousand at present 
in the world. The prodigious sums employed by these annually in the diffu 
sion of the sacred scriptures, WITHOUT NOTE OR COMMENT, may possibly, at 
first thought, impress the idea on the minds of some, that exertion is already 
sufficiently ample, and tliat it is unnecessary to attempt increasing the amount of 


toe _ effort in this particular direction. Let no one think thue till every human being 


in the world possesses a bible! Notwithstanding all that has yet been done, see 
_ what remains to be accomplished! It is estimated that there are one thousand 
| millions of mankind now upon the earth; only one hundred and seventy five 


millions of these, not two out of every ten, belong even to what are called christian 


nations; and not one sixth of this small proportion are supplied with the bible ! 
Not THREE out of every ONE HUNDRED of the human family, have in their posses- 


“A sion that invaluable book!!! Who then will say that exertion to multiply and 
s Ye circulate the sacred scriptures need not be augmented, and that to the utmost 
> extent possible? 


ZEAL OF CATHOLICS IN GERMANY FOR THE SCRIPTURES. 


[For the following communications, taken from the “ Monthly ex 
tracts from the Corresfiondence of the British and Poreign Bible 
Society,” the Publishing Committee feel much pleasure in acknow- 
ledging their obligations to the politeness of their excellent friend 
Robert Ralston, Esq. of this city. ] 


From a Catholic Professor of Divinity at » July 20, 1817. 
“ FOR this fortnight past, a disorder in my eye has prevented me from writing 


wh: and reading; and the first use I make, with thanks to God, of my recovered 
_ sight, shall be to discharge the sacred duty of conveying to the revered Bible 


é Society, the sentiments of superlative joy in the Lord, and heartfelt gratitude, 
? Vor. Tm N®, I. H 
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which abound, not in me only, but in many thousands, languishing after scripty. 
ral food. Writing, however, can give but a faint idea of these overflowings, 
beheld and interpreted by God alone.” 
t “ And how shall I sufficiently praise the Lord, for his wise and unsearchable © 
ways, in disposing of all events; who changes night into day, and darkness into 7) 

) light, and is able to make friends out of foes ; in whose omnipotent hand, oppo. | 7” 
, | sition and obstruction become instruments of Lringing forth that which is good, |)” 
) and accomplishing his eternal decrees! For never did I disseminate, in so short 
/ a period, such a vast number of copies of the New Testament, as since the time | 
ti of the late bible publications; and no where have I perceived a more lively and 7 a 
fl | ardent desire after the word of God, than in those very places where infatuated | 
men strive t#dry up that fountain of living water, or to prevent the people from Si 
having free access to it !” 

** The physicians advise me to use the bath for the benefit of my health ; but! F 
can hardly spare so long atime from bible distribution. However, after much _ 
) earnest prayer for Divine direction, I have resolved, instead of going to a bathing 
place, to make a biblical tour. My aim will be to strengthen and confirm many 
friends of the Bible, to reconcile enemies, and to scatter the blessed seed of the 
word, on the right hand, and on the left.” 


From the Catholic chaplain at ———, March 25, 1817. 


“ T wave completely gained my three neighbouring ministers over to the good 
HH | cause of the Lord. They are afraid of no man who lays obstacles in the way of 
ie their distribution of the New Testament, and are ready, should it so happen,’ 
41 to endure the humiliation, and bear the cross of Jesus Christ. But here, in Prus 
Sia, particulerly as the king protects and values Bible Societies, endeavours to | 
Hi obstruct their progress will avail nothing.” 


“ From a Catholic bishop. ———-, May 7, 1817. 
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| | “JT continue to tikethe warmest interest inall that isdoing for the advance. ~ 
Wit | ment of religion and morality among men ; and have often in my closet_blessed | 
iM the disinterested and unwearied exertions of those noble minded men, who, to 
mnie gether with you, reverend and worthy sir, labour in the great work of prommoting 
; ANF the happiness of mankind, and, by disseminating the holy scriptures of the Nev 
Ae Testament, spread far and wide that most important declaration of St. Peter, that 
hy “ there is no other name by which men can be saved, than the name of Jesus of ~~ 
Nazareth.” : 

*‘ Fully convinced that mankind in general would be greatly improved in theit| ‘3 $ 
moral condition, by being refreshed with the pure fountain of everlasting life” oe 
I have not without regret observed endeavours to throw obstacles in the way ds 1, 
the great work; which I attribute to the blind religious zeal of uncalled fat] si 
1h an critics, who torture words to a different meaning from that which they actually! Re. 
| bear. On the other hand I have observed with sincere delight, and ascribe it toa 

true regard and zeal for religion and morality, that the noble Britons, with unes Be = 
ampled disinterestedness, rouse all the talents of ingenious and learned men it) 
i Germany, to assist in the increasing dissemination of the Boox or nooks!” ire 
Ht “ I also have endeavoured to do this in my diocess, and feel not the smallest) 
| reluctance, warmly and impressively, to recommend the holy scriptures to By ix! 


clergy.” 
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Bible Society in Siberia. 


TOBOLSK BIBLE SOCIETY IN THE CAPITAL OF SIBERIA. 
¥ROM THE REV. R. PINKERTON. 


“ON the 25th of June, a day memorable in the annals of Siberia, the 
foundation was laid of the Tobolsk Bible Society. ‘he archbishop and clergy, 
together with the chief governor, and a vast number of the citizens of all classes, 
being assembled in the palace of the archbishop, the cathedral priest Zemlenit- 
zen, addressed the meeting in a speech of which the following is an extract :” 

“At length Siberia also, though distant in her situation from the imperial 
throne, yet ever near the heart of the august monarch who sits upon it, puts her 
hands, with gladness, to labour in the blessed harvest of the word of God. Al- 
ready the inhabitants of this city, at the call of the Deliverer of kings and of na- 
tions, with sentiments of sacred joy, hearken to the friendly invitation to enter on 
this course, and stand here prepared to join the multitude of those who, with 
one heart. and one mind, are pushing towards the mark—and is not this mark the 
glory of God, and our salvation? For out of what source are we to derive right. 
knowledge of that glory which is due unto Him, and of the means of salvation 
for ourselves, but from the words of God himself? Let us put upon these words 
the sure seal of faith, that its light may illumine our hearts. ‘O Lord! to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life!’ Thus spake one of the 
genuine disciples of the faith, whose spirit ardently longed to imbibe the doctrine 
of grace from the mouth of God.” 

** The Saviour himself has pronounced those blessed who hear the word of God 
and obey it. - And the light of God’s word, which is now shedding abroad its ani- 
mating rays upon all, is destined soon to shed them upon the most distant parts 
of Siberia also ; in order to enlighten, sanctify, and glorify, all those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness. Then these strange tribes, who know not the 
true God, but fall down and worship corruptible gods, graven images, the work 
of mortal hands, shall be illumined by hearing and reading the word of God ; thase 
who were once foolish, shall become wise ; and those who formerly were dark- 
ness, shall become light in the Lord. The numerous tribes on every hand, shall 
all join in extinguishing the torch of superstition, and overthrowing their abomi- 
nable idols ; and shall become co-partakers of that faith which comes from God 
and brings salvation to man. Doubtless, you all, distinguished personages and 
respectable citizens, will join in showing examples worthy of your enlightened 
minds and honourable feelings, by promoting the present most auspicious under- 
taking, in every possible way ; and demonstrate that Siberia also has its zealous 
lovers of the word of the true God ; that Siberia also knows how to appreciate 
the wise laws of the wise legislator of Russia, Alexander the First, by adopting 
the surest means for disseminating the light of the gospel of divine grace in 
every part of Russia: a work, in which they who sow, and they who reap, shall 
one day rejoice together.” 

“ The regulations of the proposed Institution having been read, the venerable 
gray headed archbishop Ambrosius rose; and in the midst of the crowded au- 
dience pronounced the following concise speech :” 

“Most respectable meeting! Once, the Lord, the Upholder of all things, in 
his wrath threatened the children of Israel for not obeying his commandments, 

with a famine, not of bread and of water, but of hearing the word of the Lord. 
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The weight of this just indignation which overtook that people, and draws after 
it spiritual destruction, has lain even until now, on the necks of our own fellow 
countrymen. But in our day, this most gracious and merciful God, moved with 
compassion at the weakness of man, in the midst of wrath hath remembered 
mercy; and as he sent manna to the hungry in the wilderness, so has he sent his 
life giving word unto us, to strengthen weak and famished souls. Now the grace 
of God abounds towards all men. The Most High has made choice of his 
anointed servant, our most pious Emperor, to satisfy with heavenly food, those in 
our native land that hunger after salvation. And, behold, to our unutterable 
joy, his imperial majesty’s will has extended unto us also! He accounts us 
worthy of being promoters of his paternal designs towards those tribes which 
inhabit this couniry, sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death. How high 
is our vocation! What unspeakable honour is appoimted unto the conscien- 
tious promoters of this cause! Let us commence our labours, therefore, in obe- 
dience to the will of our gracious Gop, and of our Emperor and Father. Let 
us spare neither exertion nor property, in order to bring these our unfortunate 
brethren who know not the true God, to the knowledge of him, by means of his 
word ; and thereby prove ourselves worthy of the name which we bear,—Sons of 
our beloved country, and sons of the Most High.” 

**To this proposal a unanimous consent was heard throughout the whole as- 
sembly, the sincerity of which was demonstrated by the liberal subscription on 
the occasion amounting to about 6000 rubles.” (Equal fo $4333.38.) 








MISCELLANEA. 








ORDINATIONS, 


ON the 4th of October, 1817, brother Joshua P. Slack, from the church in San- 
gom street, was ordained in the baptist church at Pennepeck, Lower Dublin, Pa. 

The Rev. Thomas B. Montanye preached the ordination sermon from 1 Cor. 
iv. 1. and offered prayer duting the imposition of hands. The usual questions 
were proposed and the charge delivered by Rev. Dr. Staughton. 

At the same time brethren Thomas Holmes and John Foster were ordained 
deacons of the church. 

Fram the Rev. Mr. Riehards, Mecklenburg county, Virginia. 

On the fifth Lord’s day in November, I had the pleasure of assisting in the 
erdination of brother Silas Shelburn, to the important work of the ministry. 

I haye likewise had the happiness of assisting in examining and licensing four 
ether candidates for the ministry, viz.: William Hatchett and Pleasant Barnes 
in Ready Creek church, Lunenburg county; John Leigh and James Jeffries, in 
Fussakiah church, in the same county. 


—— +e 
CHURCHES AND MEETING HOUSES. 


From the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Boston, Massachusetts. 
On Christmas day, a neat and elegant meeting house was opened at Cam- 
bridge Port, anda chureh wasconstituted. Dr. Baldwin preached, and Mr. Graf: 





E 











ton 
Ipr 








Miscellanea. 64 


ton delivered an address and gave the right hand of fellowship. In the evening 
I preached from Psalm cxviii. 25.—The services were interesting and pleasing. 





NEW MARKET STREET BAPTIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA. 


THE circumstances which led to the formation of this church show deci- 
sively the overruling agency of that Almighty Being, who is “ wonderful in coun- 
sel, and excellent in working.” The Budd street church, having been deprived 
of their pastor, and finding it difficult to obtain a successor in whom all could 
happily unite, concluded it best that a new church should be formed, their num- 
ber being sufficiently large to justify, if not imperiously to require this measure. 
In August last, the Rev. James M‘Laughlin was elected pastor. On the 10th of 
September, in the meeting house in Budd street, 76 persons, who, for that pur- 
pose had been dismissed from the mother church, were constituted the Vew Mar- 
ket Stree: Baptist Church in the Northero Liberties of Philadelphia. The Rev. 
John P. Peckworth preached on the occasion from 1 Pet. ii. 5: the Rev. Dr. 
Staughton propounded the necessary interrogatories ; and the Rev. Dr. Allison de- 
livered to the newly organized body a solemn and affectionate address. 

At their first church meeting they elected as their pastor the Rev. Jacob Grigg. 
On the 11th of October, one month and one day only after their constitution, the 
CORNER STONE, With the name of the church and that of their pastor engraved 
upon it, was laid; by the 11th of November the roof was raised; by the 29th of 
December the building was in readiness for public worship ; and, on the first day 
of January, this church, constituted not four months before with 76 members, 
having increased to more than a hundred, and having erected a building 60 feet 
by 54,’had the gratifying opportunity at once to hail the arrival of the Wew Year, 
open their Houssr oF PRAYER, and solemnly dedicate it to the service of GOD' 
The pastor introduced the exercises of the occasion with select portions of the 
sacred scripture, Mr. M‘Laughlin led in prayer, the Rev. Mr. Montanye preached 
from Psalm vy. 7., Mr. Peckworth from Mal. iii. 1., and Dr. Staughton closed the 
services of the day with a sermon from Is. xxxii. 15. The assembly was large, 
the season highly interesting, and it is sincerely hoped that a blessing will follow. 
**Q, that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderfal 
works to the children of men!” 





ANECDOTE OF QUEEN ELIZABETH. 


Wuen queen Elizabeth passed through London from the tower to her corona- 
tion, a pageant was erected in Cheapside, representing Time coming out of a 
cave, and leading a person clothed in white silk, who represented rrvta his 
daughter. Treta had the English Bible in her hand, on which was written 
“verbum veritatis,” —the word of truth. She addressed the queen, and presented. 
her the book. Elizabeth kissed it, held it in her hands, laid it on her breast, 
greatly thanked the city fur their present, and added, that she would often and 
diligently read it. 

More than this is seen in the age in which we have the happiness to liye. Time 
has actually brought Truth from her cell. She has scattered millions of bibles. 
and millions have to their bosoms pressed the heavenly treasure. 
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Gop has a large family, but, as is observed by bishop Hall, “none of his chil- 
dren can go alone.” 








OBITUARY. 








DIED, at Walnut Hill, on Wednesday, the 14th ultimo, Mrs. Many Curwen, 
consort of John Curwen Esq. of Lower Merion township, Montgomery county, 
Pennsylvania. Her remains were interred on the succeeding Friday, in the bu- 
rying ground belonging to the baptist church of Merion, and on Lord's day, the 
18th, her funeral sermon was delivered by the Rev. Horatio G. Jones, from 
James iv. 14. ‘* What is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away.” 








Mrs. Curwen was a daughter of John and Sarah Fisher, of Thornthwaite, in © 


the parish of Crosthwaite, and county of Cumberland, England. During a resi- 
dence of more than thirty years in America, her character became well known, 
and was held in high estimation. As a friend, her virtues shone with distin. 
guished lustre. Though moving in the first circles of life, she regarded with pe. 
culiar kindness and urbanity, the virtuous and the good, whatever might be their 
situation. But that which more particularly demands our attention, is, the 
honour which her exemplary life, and triumphant death, reflect on the cause of 
the Redeemer. She was educated under the auspices of the establishment in 
England. Her mind, however, soared above those limited views which, too 
often, attach the disciples of the Saviour, exclusively almost to the denomina- 
tion they prefer. With her, it was a cardinal point to worship God in the “so. 
lemn assembly,” and very rarely, when her health permitted, was she absent 
from the meeting in Merion. Her piety, though not ostentatious, was substantial, 
and such as will stand the test “when consternation turns the good man pale.” 
When seized with the disease which terminated her mortal career, she was fully 


sensible of the “ destroyer’s” approach ; but viewed him with calm intrepidity. » 


—A friend having suggested to her his hope of her recovery, she replied, ** What 
will it avail? Deathis certain! The respite can be only of short duration! It 
becomes us all to stand prepared!” The favourite topic on which she conversed 
with her friends was the Saviour’s atoning blood. Exulting in the prevalence of 
his intercession, she occasionally appeared to forget the pains with whici she 
was afflicted, and desired ardently to glorify God in her death. 

A short time previous to her decease, speaking of the vanity of life, and her 


hope of immortality, she named the passage from which she desired her funeral © 
discourse to be delivered. In the address, the pastor of the church remarked | ~ 


that “he had seen many encountering the ‘ last enemy,’ but never had he seen | 


that enemy so effectually baffled and disarmed of his terrors.” 
if such is the victory piety can achieve, who does not wish to be religious ? who 
can refuse to say, 
** The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
** Is privileged beyond the common walk 
** Of virtuous life,—quite in the verge of heaven ?” 
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ON THE DEATH OF MY MOTHER. 






YES, thou art gone! The mornig dream, 
The fleeting vapour’s passed away! 
The spark of life has lost its gleam ! 
And night has closed upon the day! 













































EX, 

ity, The bliss of love, and friendship’s glow, 

bu. | So richly felt, are felt no more! 

the And every throb thy heart could know, 

‘om When sorrow pressed, alike is o’er ! 

ite ia Yes, thou art gone! but, as the sun, 
; When gold and azure deck the west, 

yin | And all his radiant course is run, 

esi- In peaceful glory sinks to rest : 

te So gently sunk, in skies as bright, 

_ Where angels watched, thy honoured head ; 

on And all the heavenly way was light, 

eit That Judah’s Star benignly shed. 

= January 31, 1818. c. 

or: LATTER DAY GLORY. 

na- Hart, holy light! the bard divinely sung, 

$0- As rays celestial o’er his vision hung. 

ent : Hail, holy light !—let men and angels say, 

ial, The light that flushes on the latter day. 

le Of gloomy darkness long has been the reign, 

ly And deep the galling of her heavy chain, 

ty. Since that tremendous, sad, and awful hour, 

hat When first in Eden’s heavenly planted bower, 

I The chief of hell assailed with blackest art, 

ed And won the empire of the human heart. 

r How have we wandered in a world of wo; 

he The Lord who made us for His praise our foe! 

What thousands have, on hateful altars, bled, 

oe To demons raised, where monsters vile have fed! 

ral How has the earth been filled with dire alarm ! 

ed Ee And man ’gainst brother, bared the murd’rer’s arm, 

en ae Till fell Destruction, and her compeer Death, 
Were almost satisfied, and paused for beath ! 

ho " Hail, then, the light ! all hail! the sacred ray ! 

Prelusive to that bright and blessed day, 


Which favoured seers, by heaven inspired, of ald, 
In strains of hallowed rapture have foretold ; 
When Hz, the man of sorrows and of grief, 
Who came to give the sons of men relief, 
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The Lamb of God, who bowed his lowly head, 
And guiltless for the guilty freely bled, 

The Lord of life, who once in weakness died, 
Then rose in power to God the Father’s side, 
And lives, no more to weep, to bieed no more, 
But sway the sceptre prostrate thrones adore, 
Shall come again, salvation from afar 

Beaming resplendent on his winged car, 

And riding forth illustrious in his might, 

Shall put the legions of his foes to flight ; 
With shouts of joy his rightful empire gain, 
And bind the opposer with a lasting chain ! 

Thy kingdom come, O Lord ! thy servants cry; 

Thy kingdom come, the angel hosts reply. 
Desire of nations, come! the sceptre’s thine, 
And wide unfurled thy radiant banners shine. 
We range beneath them ; ours the glorious aim 
‘To spread the honours of thy mighty name. 
Crown, crown our weak endeavour with success, 
And every kindred band of brothers bless, 

And let our eyes with raptured gladness see, 
Aljl men on earth, adoring bow to Thee, 

And light, and glory, and the beams of love, 
Reflect the image of thy realms above ! 


HYMN. 
“ He brought streams out of the rock.” Ps. Ixxviii. 16. 


IsrakEt the desert trod, 
Sustained by power divine; 
While wondrous mercy marked the road 
With many a mystic sign. 
When Moses gave the stroke, 
From Horeb’s flinty side 
Issued a river, and the rock 
The Hebrew’s thirst supplied. 


But, O! what nobler themes 
Does gospel grace afford ; 
From Calvary gush superior streams— 
There hung the smitten LORD. 
Of every hope bereft, 
Sinner, to Jesus go; 
Behold the rock of ages cleft, 
And living currents flow. 


Here may my spirit bathe, 
Here may her joy abound ; 

Till, passed the wilderness and deaths 
She tread celestial ground ! 








